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trary Notions, bitter Diſtinct ions, and bare 

Averments of Men, is ſure to be * at leaſt 

Se, : >» 
22 the Hypeerite reigu ud, up the Peep be 

exfuared. 


The Tack which from theſe Words I n r 
to myſel, is to de the t a to 
— 4 14 gment and Ne Ink the Ab- 
ſurdity — ” Widkednef of {cttipg Any 
againſt Conſcicnce,. and to maniſeſt 2 
Tendency and Effects of Power and ——— 
Woealtk in che Clergy., As L go along, I ſhali ap- 
ply my Reaſoning to the Purpoſe of the Day; 
and, at the Condluſion, add a Word coucerting 
the unhappy Frioce, whoſe Blood. was red on.this 
Day; with the proper Ve to be made of it. 

Senſe is our firſt and laſt Guide, "Tifice by 
that we are to judge of all other Guides; and there 
is more Sound than Meaning in che Qbjact ĩon 
which ſome make to the ere of Reaſon, when 
they 336 Mes her we-qre to judge af that by-wbich 
dee, be jndied, namely che 4 — 

* muſt recur to Reaſon, to CO l 
ders mag, ou whether, ve are to 
chem. 2 Pur S 


4.2.0 
That for this we mit Take the Mori ant Auth 
rity of boly Men. For, we muſt ſtill confalr our 
Reaſon, whether theſe be: holy Metz or. no, end 
whether we oupht to believe them *r no; ſeeing 
there are many Sets of Men all etend in to be 
holy, all claiming this Authority to themſelves on- 
y, and all denying it to every other Set. 

ut Reaſon muſt 1575 determine, which of 
are the moſt holy, and whether any of 
ich be more ſo than outſclves. If the Ways. of 
Holinęſs and of Knowledge be as obvious to us as 
to them, we may have as much of either as they 
- have; ahid in truth, the Sources of both ate as o- 
pen to us as to them. ' Beſides, it ought to mortify 

their Pride, and be a Leſſon of Humility to them 
as it is ſurely one of Caution to us, to ſee that they 
never agree with one another; that even thoſe of 
the fame Society, profeſſing the ſame Faith, fubſcri- 
bing the ſame Ackles and profeſſing to believe the 
fame Scriptures, agree not in the Rules and Expla- 
natians which they exhibit to us. Great is their 
Variance, not only about Ceremonies, Circumſlan- 
tials and Diſcipline, but even about Eſſentials, a- 
bout Principles to be believed, about Duties to be 
practiſed, and even about the Nature, Operations 
and Atttibutes of the Deity: nay, equally great 
and ſighal is their Want of mutual Charity, as is 
their Want of mutual Concord. Are theſe to be 
dur Guides, who thus pull us various and oppoſite 
Ways? Lan they teach ttiurial Love and Forbear- 
ance, 'whis' hate and revite each other? And is it 
not notable want of Modeſty in them, who cannot 
agree with one another, to EApect that we ſhould a- 
gtee with ther alt, or with any of themi, when we 

approve nt, 'or comptehend ab what they ſay, ot 
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when what they fay is evidently for their Intereft 
And againſt ours, as all their Aims at Power and 
Wealth evidently are ? 

This Reaſoning, if it be true, as I think it is, 
will ſerve to condemn Archbiſhop Laud and his 
Aſſociates, who exacted a blind Obedience to their 
own Tenets and Schemes, a rigid Conformity to 
all their Ceremonies, Inventions and Innovations, 
and cruelly perſecuted all who preferred Conſcience 
to Cbmplaiſance, and were better Chriſtians than 
Churchmen and Courtiers. 

Surely it ought to check and cool the Fierce- - 
neſs of Religioniſts of all Sorts towards each other 
about Difference in Opinion, to behold how flam- 
ing and rigorous every Man is in behalf of his 
own ; to behold the moſt ridiculous and pernicious 
Opinions defended with equal Obſtinacy and Bit- 
terneſs. The Few, the Papiſt, the Mabometau, 
the Banian, have all equal Satisfaction in their 
own ſeveral Syſtems, have all equal Deteſtation for 
one another, and for every different Sect. | 
ls not this a pregnant Proof, that all this furious 
Zeal is falſe Zeal, that it is all miſerable Bigotry 
and Prejudice, or conſtitutional Intemperance of 
Spirit? A zealpus Few, had he been bred a Pa- 
piſt, would have been equally zeglous tor Popery, 
and perhaps for burning thoſe very 1 who are 
now his Brethren. Had the late Dr. Sachewuerell 
been educated in the Scottiſh Kirk, he would doubt- 
leſs have breathed as fierce Perſecutiop againſt 
Prelacy, as he has done for it; and treated it with 
as foul and uncomely Names, as he treated Diſ- 
ſentef} 600 falſe Berhiren.” nent 
Ihe ſame is true of Archbiſhop Laud, and of other 
haſty and paſſionate Zealots ; proyided. ways, 
Re none rot; eie 


5 


that all other Preferments in another way be taken 
away; elſe the Batteries of their Zeal are often 
quickly changed, and turned againſt the Party for 
whom they were firſt erected: Witneſs Parker Bi- 
ſhop of Oxford, and Ward Biſhop of Sarum, once 
both holy, praying, and rigid Presbyterians, after- 
| wards both rigid Perſecutors of Presbyterians. Is 
It not probable that they would have died Presby- 
. terians, had the Church Preferments been out of 
their Reach ? . Y 
This Conſideration therefore, that every Man is 
fond of his own Opinions, and not the leſs fond for 
their being very fooliſh and extravagant, ought to 
keep Men from quarrelling about any Opinions, 
and to look upon thoſe who promote ſuch Quar- 
rels, as Monſlers and- their worſt Enemies. This 
Enmity about Notions, Chimeras, Ceremonies, and 
other idle Diſputes ; this War about Words, -and 
Creeds, and Articles, a War and Diſpute which 
have produced ſuch mighty Bloodſhed and Deſola- 
tion in the World, has been the ſole Work and 
Contrivance of ambitious Clergymen ; who, for 
Ends of their own, and the Gratification of their 
Pride and Fury, and other evil Paſſions, had the 
Art and Cruelty to make the Laity thus to perſe- 
cute and butcher one another. What infamous In- 
| humanity was this in Clergymen 2 What Frenzy 
aud Infatuation in the Laity ? But ſuch are ever 
the Effects of implicite Belief, which is naturally 
followed by implicite Obedience, which is the cer- 
tain Beginning as well as the certain Conſequence 
| of Slavery, All this Evil, Uncharitableneſs and 
Barbaricy, aroſe from the wicked and impoſſible 
| Attempt to force or ſuppreſs private Judgment and 
Canſgicace, Of ſuch mighty Conſequence it 155 
l | | | that 


tbat the Hypocrite rei A 3 ſince where- ever he 
does, the People will ſurely he en ſuared. 

What added to this Evil [and 1 this hetlih 
Cruclty upon the Score of Opinion, and made it 
ſtill more provoking and intolcrable, was, that it 
was all perpetrated in the Name. of Chriſt, of the 
meek Jeſus, and ſaid to be for his Church and 
Cauſe: A Declaration ſo impudent and incredible, 
that it could only be made by Men who were roid 
of Shame, to Men who wanted Eyes. It was as 
falſe as the Goſpel was true; nor could a Revelati- 
on which inſpired or warranted an Degree of Bit- 
terneſs or Cruelty, ever have come from God, or from 
any but the Antagoniſt of God aud Enemy « ot Man, 
trom Hypocrites reigning, that 1s, tyrannizng in 
the Name of the Lord. 

Yet fo theſe hardened Deluders argued, trulting 
to the Power of Deluſion; eſpecially when to that 
Power of Deluſion they had added a good Share of 
Secular Power: And before they could make the 
Laity ſuch blind Tools as to be the Tormentors 
and Executioners of one another, they had eradi- 
cated every Grain and Principle of Chriſtianity out 
of their Hearts, yet made them believe themſelves 
the only true Chriſtians. 

This was the Uſe which ſuch Clergymen mode 
of the boundleſs Truſt and Power given them by the 
Laity ; and over the Laity they exerciſed it without 
Bounds or Mercy. Such was the Power of Laud 
and the Clergy of his Time, and ſuch the unhallow- 
ed and inhuman Uſe which they made of it; yet 


that Uſe was the uſual and natural Uſe, the Power: 


irfelf being unnatural. Indeed, worldly Power and 
Opulence in ſuch as preach the Goſpel, are ſo re- 
pugnant to the Spirit and Precepts of the Goſpel 
that it is no wonder they cannot thrive or indeed 

ſubſiſt 
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ſubſiſt — but the Golpet muſt either * 
them, or they the Goſpel. It is too viſible on which 
Side the Viaory has. chiefly turned. Whatever 
fills Men with Pride and Hatred, and prompts them 
to Severity and Revenge, .may be Popery or Maho- 
metaniſm, but is juſt as contrary to Chriſtianity, 
as Chiiſtianity is to all Pride and Hatred, to all 

Rigour and Vengeance. 

Ftom hence it is plain who they are, what get of 
Men, that have hurt and abuſed, perverted and abo- 
liſhed Chriſtianity. moſt, I am forry to ſay it, but 
it is too true, that in many Countries atid at 
Iimes, the Church and Religion have been very 
diſtinct and oppoſite things: Sure Iam, that Fhave 
ſcen very good: Churchmen who were very bad 
Chriſt ians, and ſome who were no Chriſtians. at all. 
I will not ſayc that Laud was no Chriſtian; but I 
may boldly affirm, that he reſembled not the firſt 
Chriſtians, nor poſſeſſed a Chriſtian Temper: 4 

extreme good Clumchman I readily own him. 
That it is not Religion or Chriſtianĩty, but hieß 
ly; if not only, Paſſion and Prejudice, which de- 
termine Men to.a Fondneſs for their own Set of No- 
tions and for tier own Community, appears from 
kente, that if a vicious Man be on their Side, eſpe- 
eially if he profeſs much Zeal for his Party, they 
cheriſh and extol him; whilſt upon a very unblame- 
able and pious Man, who is not of their Party, they 
are apt to beſtow very ill Language, and often ill 
Uſage. This is not the Spirit of true Religion, but 
di- Paſſion and Partiality : Yet this Spirit too many 
derive from their particular Religion, which they 
think the: beſt, ==. which ſurely is very bad; and 
twere better they had none, than one which 'bani- 
ſhes their Reaſon and Humanity. Now if ſuch a 
_ fon{drever:-happen'to-potlels: thoſe who FT, 

els 
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ſeſs to be our Guides, we may judge how wiſe and 
ſaſe it would be to truſt to their Guidance, or even 
to own them as Guides. Had there been no ſuch 
Guides about an hundred Years ago, we ſhould not 
in all likelihdod have had this Day now to ſolem- 
nize. The ſtrange Doctrines and bitter Oppreſſions 
in thoſe Days, naturally produced ſuch a Day as 
this Day. | | 

*Tis not Religion, atleaſt not the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, that heats and animates ſuch Men ; *tis only 
Faction, a Complication of evil and unhallowed 
Paſſions. Whoever loves or hates, bleſſes or curſes, 
from Anger or Fondnals, from Obligation or Re- 
{entment, belies Religion, it he pretend under its holy 
Name to hide baſe Ends and a worldly and partial 
Heart. *Tis by ſuch ſelfiſh and. unworthy Ways 
that the Church and Religion have ſometimes come 
to ſignify contradictory things: *Tis thus that Men 
who have had no Religion or Virtue, have been 
extolled as excellent Churghmen : Tis thus that 
Men of the higheſt Religion and Virtue, have been, 
and often are reviled and condemned as bad Church- 


men; and tis thus that pious Chriſtians have been 


uniſhed, ſometimes burned, by ſuch as were ſpecial 
Churchmen, but not Chriſtians. And indeed, when- 
ever ſuch falſe Zealots manifeſt ſuch a Spirit of Im- 
paticnce, of Rage and Reviling, they cannot give a 


clearer Proof that ſuch Spirit is not of ' Chriſt, fince 


tis ſo oppoſite to his Spirit. Nor can Men, who 
ſhew themſelves full of Bitterneſs and Want of Cha- 
rity, be at all commiſſioned by him, who was all 
Meekneſs, and gave to his Diſciples a new Command=- 
ment, that they ſhould love one another, and even 
owe their Enemies. Yet who ſo ſudden to wax wroth 
as many of his pretended Succeſſors? Who more 
forward and unmanly in calling unſeemly Names; 
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a Practice as common with many of them, as with 
the meaneſt Men, and even the loweſt Sort of Wo- 
men? Heretick, rAtheift, Infidel, are amongſt ſuch 
Churchmen Words of Reproach, equivalent to the 
fout Language which the Vulgar throw at one ano- 
ther, and equally ſhocking to well bred Men and 
ttue Chriſtians. 
Surely, from Men who come am God, and are 
icegerents to his Son, one would naturally expect a 
od-like Behaviour, with an uncommon Store of 
Chriſtian Meckneſs and Benevolence. How does 
Rage, how do groſs Names of Abufe, how does Un- 
Neu, Avatice, Ambition, and the 
moſt ſavage Paſſio He and Demeanour, ſait with a 
Commiſſion from Heayen, and the Gift of the Holy 
hoſt? 
bY proceed now to dfſeourſe more directly u 
the undue Wealth and Power of the Clergy, din, 
reat Evils attending the ſame; from whence will 
fr r the Calamities 5 and certain Thraldom mee 
5755 Reign of F Hypocrites. 
| Fic Clergy, whenever they were left to 6 as 
much Power Nand Wealth as they pleaſed, rarely 
chougt t the Whole too much; nor do I remember 
any In dfhanice where-ever they owned that they had 
though. Thus they have engroſſed ſome Countries 
whole; of others the greateſt and beſt Parts; and as 
much as they could of all, Where they have the Soil 
they have the Power in courſe; and where they 
have both, (that is to lay, in Popiſh Countrics) they 
are the moſt unmerciful of all Landlords, and the 
moſt oppreſſive | of all Magiſtrates. | Look over the 
fine Caritinent of Italy, and other Climes where 
Prieſts't riot and xyranuize; you will find the Laity 
there and every where Rtarving, when the Clergy are 


the Land wners fag 
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.. Ought not the Laity in other Countries to 
take warning by this? And is it not monſtrous 
and unnatural for any Number of Laymen to 
concur with the Clergy in their exorbitant Claims ? 
Should not the Laity too learn by the Example 
of the Clergy, to take care of themſelves? What 
Wealth the Clergy have, ay have from the Lai- 
ty: By the Power that they ſeek or aſſume, the 
would bind and govern the Laity. Is it natakal 
or juſt, or wiſe in the Laity, toimpoveriſh them- 
ſelves in order to enrich the Clergy, to forge their 
own Chains, to exalt their own Creatures and Pen- 
ſioners into Tyrants and Taskmaſters, or to ſuffer 
them ſo to exalt themſelves ? Can they forget the 
Inſolence and "Tyranny of Archbiſhop Laud, the 
terrible Height of Power which he had uſurped, 
with his aſpiring Views to raiſe the Clergy above 
the Laity and the Law? Can they forget his ſaucy 
Declaration, that he hoped to ſee the Time when 
ne er a Fack Gentleman in England ſhould dare to be 
covered before the meaneſt Prieſt? And, as an Indi- 
cation how much many of the Clergy thought, and 
wiſhed, and deſigned as he did, they of this Stamp 
have been ever ſince adoring and extolling this uſurp- 
ing Archprieſt, this Perſecutor and Oppreſſor, this 
Inſtrument and Prompter of Oppreſſion. 

The Man who contends for Power and Riches 
to the Prieſts, is ever popular with the High-Prieſt- 
hood, ever their Darling; nor are they always o- 
ver anxious about the Soundneſs of either his Faith 
or Morals. Is not this too a Rule and Example 
to the Laity ? And ought not the Laity to prize 
and protect, and cricourage any Layman who aſ- 
ſerts the Rights and Privileges of his Brethren the 
Laity ? Is ir not equally fair, and grateful, and 
honourable, to cheriſh and eſteem any Clc:gyman, 

| or 
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or unter of Clergymen, who are candid enough 
to maintain the Intereſt and Independency of the 
Laity > Is ir not fooliſh, ungrateful, diſhoneſt, 
and even barbarous, to revile, or evil-intreat ſuch 
Clergymen; to abuſe and weaken theſe our Friends, 
and to join with our Enemies, with ſuch as ks 
enthral us, and bring us under their blind Guid- 
ance? Where the Clergy are opulent, do not the 
People ſtarve > Where the Clergy have Power, are 
not the People Slaves? Is it not thus in Spain, thus 
in Italy? In theſe Countries, where they are Pro- 
prietors of all Things, and govern all Men, can 
they be even ſaid to be Teachers, or even to be 
Chriſtians ? No; their Teaching is deceivin 
their Do&rines are Lies and Impietics, and their 
Lives antichriſtian. Chriſtianity and Truth would 
undo them. They have theretore baniſhed Chri- 
ſtianity, and erected the Prieſthood ; and for Chriſt 
and Truth, they preach themſelves and Fables. 
Every one, from the leaſt even unto the greateſt, is 
given to Covetouſueſs ; from the Prophet even to 
the Prieſt, every one dealeth falſly, Jer. viii. 10. 
This is the Effect of Power and Wealth in 
Churchmen; two Things which have proved ſuch 
a certain and heavy Curſe upon Religion and the 
World, as if the holy Author of both meant thence 
to convince Mankind, how pernicious, how deſtruc- 
tive they every-where are to his Church and People, 
and to warn all Men and Nations 82ſt ſuffering 
or encouraging them. 
Great Power and Revenues in Charchmen have not 
only produced and multiplied every Miſchief former- 
1y known in the World; bur alſo Rf Miſcniefs 
| FA new and terrible, as the World, even the Pagan 
World, never knew before; ſuch as Perſecution aud 
Butchery for Conſcience and Opiniqn, Wars and 
 natignal Maſſacres for Religion, with that mighty 
B 2 Com pen- 


. 1 
Compendium of all that is horrid, treacherous and 
cruel upon Earth, the execrable Tribunal of the In- 
quifition. What had Paganiſm fo ſhocking and 
hotrible. as to be compared to this? Not even theit 
human Sacrifices, which were few in Compatiſony 
occaſional, and ſtated. The Inquiſition is a contis 
nual human Slaughter- houſe; and in it Men, My- 
riads of Men, have been immolated, after tedious 
Macetations in dark and ſtightful Dungeons, aftet 
untelenting Ricks and Tortutes; with every Spe- 
cies of 'Treachery, Miſery and Terror; and all for 
the beſt Thing which they could do, for theit 
Sihcerity and Piety in worſhipping the Deity in the 
why which they Were perſwaded he liked beſt, ' 
No, as the Inquiſition is nothing but the high- 
eſt Improvement of Petſecution, which begins with 
"Teſts and negative Penalties, but ends in Fires and 
Halters: I wilt enumerate a few of the many Cauſes 
fot which Men are committed to it; and they are 
ſuch and fo various, that no Man who in the leaſt 
exetciſes his dn Faculties, or practiſes common 
Charity and Mercy, or eren has common Com- 
merce with the World, can avoid it. If he 
"has heard a Heretick preach or pray; (that is, If 
he has thus heard the beſt and wiſeſt Man upon 
Earth, who differs from the Extravagancies of 
"Chiurchmen : ) If when he is ſummoned, he appear 
not: If being excommunicate, he ſue not for Ab- 
folution: Tf-a Heretick (for Example, a Mr. 
Locke, or a Sir Jaac Newton ) be his Friend: If 
he do any Act of Kindnefs for a Heretick ; viſit 
him, treat iim, aſſiſt him, or ſhew him Pity, er 
give him Counſel : If he — the Truth of Thelr 
Iying Legends and forged Miracles: If he affert the 
 Tadifference ' of Mears or of Days, or interpret 
Scripture actording to his own and to 


common 
Sens; 
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Senſe : If he conceal any Hereſy, his own or other 
People's : If he ſpare Father or Mother, Wite or 
Child, - - - - he is for theſe, or any of theſe Cau- 
ſes, and for a Thouſand others, liable to the un- 
parallel'd Cruelties of the Inquiſition. Let me 
add, that by Hereſy is meant every conſcientious, 
honeſt, rational and benevolent Opinion, differin 
from the ſenſeleſs, narrow, barbarous Whims 
Grimaces of the Prieſts. 

As a Proof what quick Havock ſuch 2 Tribunal 
muſt make in a Country, Cardinal Tur . 
the firſt Inquiſitor- General in Spain, even in 
Infancy of the Inquiſition, brought an ade 
thouſand Souls into it in the ſmall Space of fourteen 
Years : Of theſe, ſix thouſand were © burnt alive. 
Obſerve too, that when ſuch Perſons are ſeized, 
all that they have is alſo feized, and their Familics 
left to ſtarve, or ſent thither too, if they ſhew pity, 
or attempt Aſſiſtance. 

Can the merciful and wiſe God, can the meck 
and compaſſionate Jeſus, who laid down his Lifc 
for Men, have an Mang to do with ſuch a Church, 
or with ſuch helliſh Inſtruments and Butchers, im- 

— calling themſelves holy, and their Scene of 
— the Holy Office? Wiſely did our firſt Re- 
formers Aiſown her being a Church: Laud after- 
wards and his Followers laboured to reſtore her 
Credit, contended. tor her being a true Church, 
and even derived themſelves from her; nay, ſtrove 
toſhew themſelves worthy of the Kindred and De- 
ſcent, by. aſſuming her Pride and Cruelties : Wit- 
neſs their numerous Impriſonments, exceſſive Fines, 
Whippings, Diſmembrings, and other Barbarities; 
to their own Infamy, and to the Diſhonour of Pro- 
ne and of our Nation. 
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Equal to its other kane is the black Treachery 
practiſed by that deteſtable Court, and by all who 
belong to, or aſſiſt it. In order to enſnare a Man 
into the Inquiſition, they will travel Countries, and 


croſs the Seas, to become acquainted with him; 


will court, careſs and flatter him, treat him, make 
him Preſents, lend him Money, adminiſter to his 
Pleaſures, ſeem to love and adopt his Opinions, rail 
at the Church, curſe his Perſecutors and the Inqui- 
fition, and {wear him an eternal Friendſhip. - - - All 


with a black and murderous Purpoſe to ſeize him in 


a proper Place, and carry him off to the Fires and 
Racks of that infernal Tribunal. But where the 
Intereſt of that Church is concerned, Villany 
changes its Nature, and becomes meritorious; and 


the blackeft Perfidy, and even Perjury, is eſteemed. 


and practiſed as good Policy, Thus the Pope's Le- 
gate, at the Head of a Cruſade againſt the Albi- 
genſes, entrapped their Prote&or and General, the 
Count de Begiers, ſolemnly ſwore not to hurt him, 
and then ſeized and impriſoned him. 

Let me juſt add upon this Head, That Blaſphemy, 
or any outrageous Words and Defiance offered to 
Almighty God, is not puniſhable, nor cogniſable 
in the Inquiſition, The great Crime and Purſuit 
there, is Hereſy ; that is to ſay, Blaſphemy againſt 
the Trade and Opinion of Prieſts, So that any 
profane Wretch may blaſpheme God without Fear 
of the Inquiſitors, provided he blaſpheme like a 
good Churchman, and ſay nothing againſt the 
Prieſts or their Gear: But if Hereſy be mixed with 


his Blaſphemy, he cannot hope to eſcape. Moſt re- 


markable too and ſhocking is the Impudence and 
Hypocriſy of theſe Inquiſitors, when after having 
long ſtarved in their horrid Dungeons the wretched 
Offender; alter having long terrified, miſuſed and 

/ tortured 
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tortured him, they at laſt deliver him over to the 
fecular Arm: They have then the ſolemn A ſſurance, 
to beſeech the Civil Magiſtrate, in the Bowels of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, not to hurt his Life or Limb; yet would 
excommunicate the Civil Magiſtrate, if he did not 
burn him alive. Such is the terrible Power and 
Falſhood of Hypocrites reigning. 

I am far from thinking that what I have ſaid about 
the Inquiſition is a Digreſſion. That terrible Part 
of Popery, or indeed any other Part of Popery, 
which is all terrible, is too little known in England. 
For ſome time after the Reformation, a due Horror 
was kept up amongſt the People by our Preachers 
againſt the Church of Rome : And it was done like 
Proteſtants, and is their Duty at all times; and. 
they who omit it are unworthy of the Name, and I 
doubt have dark and unproteſtant Deſigns. But 
when our Clergy began to contend for equal Do- 
minion and Wealth, they found that they could 
not conſiſtently rail at the Church of Rome, and 
yet follow her Example. And ſo far altered was 
their Stile at laſt, that inſtead of painting and re- 
viling her, as an old withered Harlot, the Mother 
of Abominations and Whoredoms, and drunk with 
the Blood of the Saints, it became faſhionable to de- 
fend her, nay, to praiſe her, and even to puniſh ſuch 
as expoſed her: Such uncommon Friends the found 
in Laud and his Adherents. It is true, he and 
ſome others of that Caſt wrote Books againſt ſome 
Parts of Popery. But what ſignified writing againſt 
Papiſts, when he was introducing and practiſing 
Popery at home ? For, all Cruelty, or even Seve- 
rity for Opinion, and all Authority aſſumed over 
Conſcience and the Soul, is Popery, by whatever 
Name it be called. Beſides, it was natural for 
Laud, who was acting as Pope himſelt, to hy the 
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Power of the other Pope, at leaſt here; and for the 
bare Notions, the Ceremonies, the Grimaces and 
Mummery of Popery, they are of little Conſequence, 
any farther than as they tend to introduce and pre- 
ſerve its Power, by creating or continuing Deluſion 
in the People. 

Laud and his Ad herents were notorious Perſecu- 
tors; and all Perſecution is Popery; and every De- 

e of it, even the ſmalleſt Degree is an Advance 
towards the Inquiſitian. As negatiye Penalties are 
the firſt Degree, ſo Death and Burning is the laſt 
and higheſt ; all the other Steps are but natural 
Gradations following the firſt Degree, and intro- 
ducing the laſt. For the ſmalleſt implics the Ne- 
ceſſity of a greater, where the former fails; and 
conſequently of the greateſt of all, which is the In- 
quiſition. FR | | 
Was it now at all wonderful, that Laud and his 
Aſſociates were charged with being Papiſts, when 
they were openly introducing and exerting all the 
terrible Parts of Popery, Church Power and Perſe- 
cut ion, and thus c{tabliſking Church Tyranny and 
an Inquiſition > For, it was thus that that bloody 
Court” was eſtabliſhed ; and the like Claims and 
Practices will always introduce and eſtabliſh it. 
Madam de Mottewville, in the Memoirs of Aune of 
Auſtria; ſays expreſly, upon the Authority and In- 


formation of King Charles the Firſt's Queen, that 


Laud was à good Catholick in bis Heart, It is cer- 
rain that he brought in what was moſt terrible in 
Popery, its Power and Cruelty, with not a few of 
its Fooleries and Superſtitions, Whoever is a Ty- 
rant and Perſecutor is a Papiſt, in the only Senſe of 
the Word that Proteſtants and Freemen are concer- 
ned about. | . 
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Let ſuch as claim Power to controu! Conſcience. 
and Opinion conſider this, it they have not con- 
ſidered it already, Let thoſe too over whom ſuch 
Power is claimed conſider it, and look upon the 
Men who claim it, as Enemies and Deceivers, that 
would ſeduce them in order to enſlave them. How 
would any Man, any Proteſtant, (who dares own 
his Opinion) like the Inquiſition ? Without doubt 
he would abhor ir: Let him likewiſe abhor the 
Ways and Practices that lead ro it; for it is ſuppor- 
ted entirely by the Power of the Clergy, which ne- 
ver has, never can produce any Good. As Domi- 
nion over Thoughts and Not ions is in itſelf a Mon- 
ſter, the greateſt of all Moaſters, it muſt be ſup- 
ported by monſtrous Means, even by Prieſts wield- 


ing or directing the civil Sword; the pretended 


Followers of the humble Jeſus, treading upon the 
Necks of Nations, engroſſing their Wealth, and 
ſpilling their Blood. 1 
Is any Man fond of his Liberty, as all Men nas 
turally are, and of his own Opinions, ( for this 
too is natural) and of examining all Opinions; 
which' every Man has a Right to do? Would he 
worthip God after his own Way, be ſubject to na 
Man's inſolent Rebukes and Controul, be exempt 
from vexatious Suits and Proſecutions; from clerical 
Curſes followed with civil Puniſhments, with Dun:. 
geons, and ( as they ſay) with Damnation 2 
Would he preſerve his Conſcience; his Perſon, his 
Time and his Property, and all that is dear to him, 
ſafe and entire? He is in conſequence of all this 
obliged for ever to oppoſe all Power in the Clergyz 
as it has been ever found utterly repugnant to what 
ever is dear to Men and Societies; 1 know 
not that ever they poſſeſſed Power without uſing it 
perniciouſly : I know not that ever they could perſe- 
-Eute and did not perſecute: Such of thera as had moſt 
SEL 9 argu. d 
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argued and inveighed againſt Perſecution when they 
were under it, exerciſed it afterwards without Shame 
or Remorſe, whenever they got the Rod into their 
.own Hands. Thus the Catholicks acted againſt 
the Arians; thus the latter acted againſt the for- 
mer; both complaining heavily of Perſecut ion, both 
heavy Perſecutors. 

St. Athanaſius could at one time argue, © that 
© the Devil does therefore uſe Violence, becauſe he 
* has a bad Cauſe, and the Truth is not on his Side. 
* Jeſus Chriſt, on the contrary, uſes only Exhor- 
* tations, becauſe his Cauſe is good: If any Man 
e ill be my Diſciple, let him follow me. He forces 
* no Man to follow him; nor enters by Force 
© where he is ſhut out.“ Whence that Father ob- 

ſerves, © that this 5 Sect could not be of 
* God.“ So argued all the Orthodex upon that 
Occaſion, and I think very truly. St. Hilary urges 
the ſame Argument to an Arian Emperor and Per- 
fecutor, and denies the Arians to be the true Church, 
for this very Reaſon. But the Orthodox, when 
they were uppermoſt, changed their Tone; and 
never were there more mercileſs Perſecutors, Op- 
refſors, and Butchers than they. Hence their own 
ſoning has been frequently turned upon them; 
and the Hereticks have charged them in their turn, 
as being none of Chriſt's Flock, becauſe they had 
renounced his Spirit, and exerciſed Forcg and Cruel 
ty. The Donatifts particularly inſulted them upon 
this unchriſtian Inconſiſtency. : | 

But ſo it hath eternally happened, that no Rea» 
ſoning, not even their own Reaſoning, could ever 
reſtrain Churchmen, orthodox or heterodox, when 
they were inveſted with Power, or with the Directi- 
on of Power, from ufing it violently. The Preſ=- 
_ byterjans juſily exclaimed againſt the Violence and 
Tyran- 


(...19. ) 

ny of Archbiſhop Lzud and his Brethren, for hataſ- 
fg, impriſoning, fining, and perſecuting them, 
and even driving them from their native Homes, to 
Teck Peace, J Shelter, and the quiet Worſhip of 
God in the Woods of America. He had converted 
the High Commiſſion Court into an Inquiſition: 
Nay, every Biſhop's Court was become an Inqui- 
ſition; and many of the belt Churchmen were fil- 
enced, fined, and even deprived, for adhering 
honeſtly to the Doctrines of the Reformation, to 
primitive Strictneſs of Manners, and for obſerving 

the Sabbath. 125 
Did the Presbyter ians afterwards, theſe very Preſ- 
byterians, who had thus groaned and ſmarted un- 
der Perſecution, and complained of its Injuſtice and 
Fury, exerciſe Charity and Forbearance towards 
others who diſſented from them, when they were be- 
come Maſters of eccleſiaſtical Rule? No: Never 
was a more bitter, untolerating Race, or more ti- 
gorous Exactors ot Conformity. Every Man who 
differed from them was an Enemy to the State, an 
Innovator, forſooth, whom it behoved the State to 
ſuppreſs. They had forgot that Laud had brought 
the ſame Charge againſt them but a little betore, 
and how unmercitully they had been then uſed as 
ublick Incendiaries, Enemies, and Innovators. 
ar do any Set of Prieſts fail to draw down, if 
| they can, the Anger of the Crown upon any Man 
who has*merited theirs. Thus the Monks of St. 
Denis in France, in the twelfth Century, accuſcd 
the famous Abelard, then amongſt .them, with be- 
ing an Enemy to the Glory and Crown of Francs, 
only for denying that their Founder was. Miony ſius 
the Areopagite mentioned in the New Ieſtament. 
It is indeed a Charge which all dom incering Priclts 
in the World have ever brought, will ever bring 
N 2 againſt 
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againſt all who offend them, againſt all who with+ 
draw from their Power, and diſown their Syſtems, 
The Presbyterians, when undermoſt, felt this to be 
true, both before and afterwards ; and always when 
they felt it, exclaimed apainſt it; but took it up 
' themſelves without bluſhing, as ſoon as ever they 
taſted of Dominion | 
The Churchmen too, they who had perſecuted 
the Presbyterians without all Mercy, the Moment 
they found themſelves perſecuted by Presbyterians, 
made heavy Outcries againſt Perſecution, and 
reached and wrote for 'Toleration. ' It was then 
hat Dr. Taylor publiſhed his Book entituled, The 
Liberty of Propheſying : An excellent Book, it is, 
and was then extremely applanded by his Brethren 
of the Epiſcopal Prefeſſion. But did theſe Church- 
: Men, did even Dr. Tayſor, after the Reſtoration, 
obſerve their own Reaſoning and Writings for In- 
dulgence to Diſſenters? No, it was the great Bu- 
ſinels of the Churchmen, when they had reſumed 
their old Seats and Revenues, to preach, to write, 
to ſollicit ſevere Laws, and then the Execution of 
- theſe Laws, againſt their Proteſtant Brethren, du- 
ring all that long Reign, g. 
Was not all this ſtrangely inconſiſtent, as well as 
ſtrangely unchtiſt ian, on both Sides? And was it 
not ſtrange Madneſs, as well as Wickedneſs,” in the 
Civil Power, to gratify the ſowre and aſpiring Spi- 
rit of the Fccleſtalticks, by plaguing and putiiſh- 
ing the People about Religion ? "There is no End 
| of their Demands, nor of the Unreaſonableneſs of 
- ſuch Demands. In Spain, whete they profeſs to 
burn Merericks, that is to ſay, Proteftants, they 
complain of it at the ſame Time, as Perſecution in 
à Proteftant Country, to impriſon a Romiſb Prieſt, 
however factious and buſy he be in perverting of. 
PFF | ' Proteſtants, 


3 . 
Proteſtants, The High Clergy in England, though 
avowed Enemies to a Toleration here, would think 
it terrible Perſecution to deny it to themſelves, or 
their Brethren in Scotland. Ay, but we of the 
Church of England are the true Church of Chriſt, 
fays the Engliſh Epiſcopalian: And ſo ſays Rome 
of herſelf, ſo ſays Scottand, ſo ſays Geneva and 
Greece, and ſo ſay all Churches in the World; and 
each of them would perſccute and aboliſh all the 
reſt as falſe or defective. s 
nis is not the Spirit of Religion, nor of its Au- 
thor, but an open Departure from that Spirit. It 
is the Spirit of Faction and Fury, which utterly 
blinds Men, and extinguiſhes that of Peace and 
Charity, without which Men cannot be Followers 
of Chriſt. Did we not daily ſec it, it would be 
incredible, ro what Extravagancies religious Diſ- 
putes will carry Men. Daniel Tilenus, a learned 
Man, and publick Profeſſor (I think, of Divini- 
ty) became ſo heated in favour of - Arminianiſm, 
in oppoſition to Calviniſm and Predeſtination, that 
he declared, were he obliged to change his Reli- 
ion, he wonld turn Turꝶ ſooner than Calviniſt; 
for he denied that the Calviniſts believed in God, 
and owned that the Turks did. Grotius, when Am- 
baſſador for Sweden in France, had two Chaplains, 
a Calviniſt and a Lutheran, who preached by Turns. 
What they principally labourcd was to revile one 
another, and their Sermons were only Invectives. 
The Ambaſſador, tired and aſhamed of the Extra- 
vagancies of theſe Reverend Madmen, begged them 
to explain the Goſpel without wounding Chriſtian 
Charity. This good Advice neither of them re- 
lied. His Lutheran Chaplain particularly repli- 
ed, that be muſt preach what God inſpired ; and 
went on in the old Strain. For, all the Ravings of 


hot- 
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hot-headed Divanes are therd God. Gratzus 
at laſt ordered him either to forbear Railing or 
Preaching. The meek Preacher turned away in 
great Wrath, expreſſing his Amazement, that @ 
Chriſtian Ambaſſador ſhould ſout the Mouth of the 
Holy Gba. This he thought terrible Uſage, and 
Perſecution, ,and publiſhed his Complaints eve 
where, that Groti us bad ſuut the Mouth of the H 100 
Ghoſt ; that is, his Chaplain's Mouth. 
I return to conſider ee Conſequences of Power 
and great Wealth in the N Theſe Acquire- 
ments of Opulence and Dominion were ſo foreign 
to the firſt preaching of the Goſpel, ſo little known 
to its Author and his Diſciples, that tis no Won- 
der they aſſorted fo ill with it, and at laſt ſo ſtrangg» 
ly transformed it, and even baniſhed all but the 
Name. What can be ſeen of Chriſt and his Hu- 
mility, of the Apoſtles and their Poverty, in the 
Pomp and Pride, in the Fierceneſs and Domination 
of Prieſts? Is ought of the Plainneſs and Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel to be found in the Intricacies of 
School Divinity, in, the endleſs. Wranglings and 
wonderful Diſtinctions of Eccleſiaſticks? Docs 
the Pope, or ſuch as reſemble or would reſemble the 
Pope, bear any 7 ikeneſs of Chriſt, or of St. Peter? 
Did the Ambition of the Biſhops and Clergy, their 
Avidity tor Power and rich Churches, for which 
they contended with Blows, and Bloodſhed and 
glan hter, come from Chriſt, or from the Genius of 
his Religion? Were the Seditions, Tumults and 
War which enſued ſuch ambitious Purſuits, the 
Effects of a Chriſtian, or of a Clerical Spirit? Let 
were not ſuch Evils and terrible Calamiries i 3 | 
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At firſt they had no Revenue but Alms, and of 
theſe Alms they had only a Share ; but to that 
Share they at laſt added (I had almoſt (aid feloni- 
ouſly ) the Whole, cheating the Donors, and rob- 
bing the Poor. They afterwards greatly enlarged 
theſe Revenues (which were at firſt chiefly afar. 
ped ) by Arts and Contrivances ſufficieutly wicked 
and vile, even by deceiving filly Women and Bi- 
gots, and ſelling them Salvation for pr:ſenc Money 
and Rents; by terrifying the Weak and Dying, and 
forcing them ro compound for Heaven, by parting 
with all that they poſſeſſed on Earth. Father Pau 
that rational and honeſt Clergyman, ſays, that the 
Church is beholden for her greateſt Legacies and 
Donations, to the Bounty of infamous Women, 
Strumpets and Proſtitutes; or to that of peeviſh 
People, who thus gratified their Spite towards their 
own Blood and Kelations. And as the Church 
had no Riches but what were freely given het, or 
taken and gotten unjuſtly by her; ſo ſhe had no 
Power but what was either begged or uſurped, 
What Uſe they have made of both, we have al- 
ready ſeen. It is moſt natural, that what is ill 
gotten, ſhould be ill uſed. _ age eka 

It would make a curious Hiſtory, to diſcover and 
explain minutely, from what particular Men, and 
by what particular Arts and Application, every 
Farm, every Eflate and Donation now poſſeſſed by 
Churchmen, was at firſt acquired. I queſtion 
whether any Revennes in the World were ever ſo 
wickedly procured, fince to enrich the Church, all 
Means, even Wickedneſs, Murder and Impiety, 
were deemed lawful. Thus Aſſaſſins and Blaiphe= 
mers merited Protection and Abſolut ion; Tyranny 
and Oppreiſion were warranted and ſanctified; holy 
Snares were laid, falle Terrors ſpread; Miracles 
5 : forged, 
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forged, God's Nimd belle, and ſeſus and his 
bleſſed Mother profanely perſonated by Prieſts, to 
delude Enthuſiaſts ; as if theſe heavenly Beings had 
thus honuured them with a Viſit in Perſon. ps 
It were endleſs to enumerate all the Arts and Im- 
pieties, Impoſtures and Lies, by which Churchmen 
formerly filled their Coffers, at the Expence and 
through the Scupidity of Laymen. And though 
no Poſſeſſions were ever ſo impiouſly obtained, I 
never heard any Inſtance of their parting with them 
from Remorſe or Shame, even whilſt the right Heirs, 
by being thus deprived of their Eſtates, were ſt arv- 
ing, and the Poſſeſſors (or rather Uſurpers) gorged 
with more Wealth than they could uſe even in their 
Luxury and Debauches. Whatever was once an- 
nexed to the Church, in theſe Days of Uſurpation 
and Darkneſs, (however knaviſhly or violently ob- 
tained) was forthwith ſacred and unialicnable : 
Nay, it became no leſs than Sacrilege, to diveſt het 
of what ſhe had gained by Robbery and Fraud. 
For, whatever was once hers, even her Frauds and 
Crimes, were holy; and it was profane to cenſure 
them, or indeed to ſee them; and he was profane, 
nay atheiſtical, who did it, Whoever found 
Fault with the Church, was an Enemy to the 
Church; and he who was an Enemy to the Church, 
was an Atheiſt. Hence the frequent and ridiculous 
Application of Atheiſm and Blaſphemy, till theſe 
two Words, of themſelves very awful, grew con- 
temptible, As to the Quantiry of the Church's 
Wealth, the never knew any Stint or Bounds ; but 
whilſt the Laity had to give, ſhe took, till in ſome 
Countries ſhe had all, and they Rags and no 
Bread. | be WE bs OR re ex 
Even in this Proteſtant Nation it is computed, 
that they have a fifth Part of our Wealth; yes, that | 
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fifteen or twenty thouſand Prieſts are endowed with 
the fifth Part of the Property of eight Millions of 
People. Are they ſatisfied with this? And do they 
never aim at more, or complain of this as too little? 
If they do, tis not for the Reputation of their 
Modeſty 2 I am forry to add, that they are in a 
Way of drainirig and monopolizing all the Wealth 
of England. It is thought, that the Revenue of 
the Churchmen is at preſent as large as in the Times 
Popery, notwithſtanding the Demolition of ſo many 
Monaſteries, and the Seizure of their Revenues ;- 
conſidering that the Clergy then maintained the 
Poor, who are now ſupported chiefly by the Laity, 
at an immenſe Charge, no leſs than rwo Millions a 
Year. There are indeed ſome Individuals who have 
very {mall Salaries : But whoſe Fault is that? Are 
there not others, who wallow in Thouſands, yet do 
leſs Duty than ſuch as are in conſtant Service with 
Appointments of ten or twenty Pounds a Year ? 
Why ſhould not the Wealth of the Church be more 
equally and charitably divided. But fo it often is, 
that the more Churchmen have, the more they ſeek, 
yet the leſs they do, To all this I wiſh it were not 
in my Power to add, but jt is true, and I muſt add 
it, that whatever Corruptions have crept into the 
Church, did fo by the Contrivance, at leaſt by the 
Connivance of Churchmen, and were never after- 
wards removed by their Conſent. 

They arc always forward to complain of Inno- 
vations, and of diſturbing Things that are ſettled. 
But who have made more Innoyations than Church- 
men ? Who have more diſturbed and changed Re- 
ligion and States, by their Ambition, by their Diſ- 
putes, by their turbulent Behaviour and exorbitant 
Claims? And who are ſa much given to Change? 
What Changes, what yu and lawleſs Changes, 


were 
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were there not wrought by Laud and his Brethren in 
his Time, and always attempted by thoſe of his 
Spirit ever ſince? The Laity have been only on the 
defenſive, warding off the Attempts and monſtrous 
Demands of ſuch of the Clergy, and anſwering 
their wild Writings, What 1s a great Part of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, but a continual Detail and Re- 
petition of the Efforts of the Clergy to govern Man- 


kind, and to maitcr the World? Was not this an 


Innovation with a Witneſs, a Propenſity to Change, 
an actual and alarming Change? Were they not 
continually attempting to be what they were not, 
to have what they had not, ftill to be richer, ſtill 
to be greater ? Could there be a greater Change 
than from the Almſmen of the People to become 
Lords and Princes ; from Poverty and Humility, 
to riſe to Mitres and Diadems, and Dominion ? 


And could ſuch a Change, a Change ſo mighty and 


unnatural, be accompliſhed without turning thg 
World upſide down ?2 

This 1s ſomething more than quieta movere, 
ſomething more than diſturbing Things that were 
quiet. Did not Laud actually maſter and aboliſh 


the Laws of his Country, aſſert the Independency 


of the Clergy upon the civil Power, and terrify the 
Judges from ifluing Prohibitions, as they were 
actually ſworn to do ? And did the Spirit of Laud, 
and this Paſſion in the Clergy of his Stamp, for 
Dominion, Independency, and princely Revenues, 


die with Land? No: They have even improved 


upon his Scheme, and added, if poſſible, to his 
wild and enſlaving Pretenſions ; and, as a Proof 
that they were the Pretenſions of the Body, at leaſt 
ot the Majority, the -Convocation could never be 
perſuaded to cenſure them. 


In 
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In ſhort, whoever bes whether they (I meary 
all along, ſuch of the Clergy as ambiriouſly purſued 
Power) have not been the Authors of Changes in 
the World, of great and calamitous Changes; 
whether they have not themſelves changed and de- 
generated from their Patterns and Original, need 
only read Hiſtory, and compare them with Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, compare their Pretenſions, Pomp, 
Luxury, and Poſſeſſions, with the Simplicity, Hu- 
mility, Labour, and Diſintereſtedneſs of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians. BOT 

The Truth, I doubt, is, when they make this 
Complaint, which is very uſval with them, that 
it is not ſafe to diſturb Things which are eſtabliſbed, 
they only mean to diſcovrage People from diſturb- 
ing them in their fayourite Purſuic after Power and 
Riches. Whatever is eſtabliſhed by the New Tcſta- 


ment and the Law, no Man that I know is for di- 


ſturbing. But if they have Aims and Dcmands 


- which are neither warranted by Chriſt nor the Con- 


ſtitution, it is right, and chriſtian, and legal, to 
diſturb, and even to defeat them. | 

Such high Claimers therctore of princely Rule 
and Opulence, (if there be any ſuch) are the Men 
given to change; and it is always juſt to oppoſe 
Uſurpation, to redreſs Grievances, remove Nuiſances, 
and to attack Fraud, 'Avarice, and Nonſenſe. 

It would be endleſs to deduce Particulars. But 
ſuppoſe any aſſuming Clergyman were ſo extrava- 
gant, and daring, and had fo little Regard to 
Conſcience and publick Tranquility, as to attempt 
to eſtabliſh an Eccleſiaſtical Tribunal in our Co- 
lonies abroad, to the Terror and Affliction of our 
Brethren there, who were many of them firſt driven 


thither by the Oppreſſion and Barbarity of ſuch 


Courts here, eſpecially in Archbiſhop Laud's Reign; 
D 2 woul 


. 

would not ſuch an Attempt tend to a bold Innova- 
tign, and diſcover a bu iy; an arrogant and dan- 
gerous Spirit in ſuch a Clergyman ; and would he 
not be a good Subje& and an honeſt Man, who ſet 
himſelf againſt ſuch a lewd Artempt, and expoſed its 
wicked "Tendency ? 

Suppoſe any other Clergyman, ſuch an Enemy to 
the civil Conſtitution, and to the Church of England, 


or ſuch a Deſerter from it, as to contend for the 


Independency of the Clergy for their Exemption from 
the civil Laws, nay far trying a Clergyman 'when he 
is to be tried, by a Jury of Clergymen ;would not ſuch 
a Man deſerve ſevere Animadverſion and Puniſh- 


ment; and would it not be honeſt and meritorious, 


to defend the Laws, and repulſe this their Enemy, this 
Innovator, this Papiſt? 

. Suppole any other deſigning Prieſt, fond of pro- 
moting Superſtition for the Ends of Authority, and 
Gain, ſhould abuſe the Credulity of the Peopie by 
pretending to convey Holineſs into Ground and 
Stone Walls ; as if Earth or Stone, or any thing 


inanimate, were ſuſceptible of Sanctity, or their Qua- 


lity to be altered by ſolemn Words; and all 
this without any Colour of Warrant from Law or 
Goſpel, but in Oppoſition to the Spirit of both; 
would not ſuch a crafty Prieſt be a falle Guide, an 
Innovator, who relinquiſhed Truth and the Proteſtant 
Religion, to promote. Error, and to introduce Pope- 


ry and Deluſion? And would not he who reſiſted 


and confuted him, be a Friend to Society, a Pefend- 
er of Truth, and a Foe to Fraud ? . 

Suppoſe any Clergyman ſo bent upon exalting 
Churchmen and their Revenue, (tor, the ſure way 
of raiſing Them is to raiſe That) ) that he encourag- 


ed Deſigns and Schemes for transferring the whole - 
Wealth of « Nation, 57 no flow Degrees, into the 
' Coflers 
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Coffers of the Clergy, would AN ſuch a Man be q 
Promoter of Change, of a univerſal and melancholy 
Change, and a declared Enemy to the Laity ? And 
would it not be becoming Laymen, nay, incumbent 
on them, to be upon their Guard, to ſecure their E- 
ſtates, and to preſerve themſelves and their Poſterity - 
from Poverty and V aſlalage ? 

Suppoſe (once more) that any other Clergy- 
man ſhould have the Boldneſs to declare publickly, 
that a Brother Clergyman (a Biſhop, for Example) 
{ill continued a true Biſhop of the Church of Chriſt, 
eyen though he ſtood convicted of, and deprived for 
the higheſt and blackeſt Crimes, namely, Perjury, 
Diſloyalty, Conſpiracy, Treaſon and Rebellion; 
would not ſuch a Declaration be highly inſolent, ſcan- 
dalous, and puniſhable? To tell thoſe who make 
Prieſts, that they cannot unmake them, nor one of 
them, would be to tell them, that Prieſts are above 
the Law and the Laity ; that the Clergy have a 
Power and Deſignation which Laymen cannot take 
away, though the Laity and the Law actually create 
them, and confer upon them the only Deſignat ion 
that they can have, nay, confer their whole Office; 
nor does our Conſtitution particularly own, ot know 
any Character in any Subject whatſoever, but what 
the Law alone beſtows; and all the Clergy renounce 
upon Oath all Power whatſoever but what they 
derive trom hence. An Act of Parliament would 
to-morrow effectually degrade all the Clergy in 


| Great Britain; that is, reduce them all to Laymen, 


and create ſo many Prieſts immediately out of the 
Laity, without a Jot more Apparatus or Ceremony, 
Whoever is declared to he a Prieſt by any Society, 
is a Prieſt to them, and ceaſes to be one the moment 
they declare him none. Ihe ſtrange Notion of an in- 
delible Charagter is arrant Nouſcnſe and true 4 
ei | crait, 
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craft, nay, the Ground - work of all Prieſtcraft, would 
it therefore be borne by an Aſſembly of Law- makers, 


tender of their Liberties and of Proteſtantiſm as 


ours, to have this ſame indelible Character, this 
Root of Popery, maintained to their Faces? And would 
it not draw down their Indignation and Cenſures 
upon the bold Offender, I had almoſt ſaid, Decei- 
ver? Surely it would; and thetetore | 

I mention theſe Inſtances as bare Poſſibilities, 
which can never be ſaffered in this free Proteſtant 
Country, but are common in Popiſh Countries, 
nay, are ſome of the reigning Tenets and Practices 
which ſupport Popery. How zealous Laud was in 
ſuch Popiſh Practices and Tenets, I have not now 
Time to explain. Read his Lite and Trial. 

It is now high time to draw towards a Concluſion, 
by confidering briefly what produced the Tragedy 
of this Day ; a Conſideration which will lead us 
to ſee how ſuch Traged ies are to be prevented. Ihe 
immediate Inſtruments of the King's Murder were 
violent Men, ſupported by a powerful Army, gained 
and commanded by a Uſurper. This Power in the 
Army, and his Power over it, were the Effects of 


the Civil War, which was itſelf cauſed by the Miſ- 


underſtanding and Struggle between the King and 
Parliament. What originally produced this Miſ- 
underſtanding, which produced all the reſt, is what 


we are principally to attend to. It is of much leſs 


Moment to know by what Hands the King fell, 


than to know how ſuch Hands, or any Hands, . 


came to be lifted up againſt him. 


Now if we enquire into the firſt Cauſe, from which 


all the reſt naturally followed, we ſhall find that the 
Violence of his Reign cauſed his violent End. It 
is not to be denied nor diſguiſed, that from the very 


Beginning the Court aimed at arbitrary Power, o- 


penly 
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penly purſued it, and for fifteen Yeats together prac- 


tiſed it, raiſing Money without Law, and againſt 
Law ; which was Robbery in thoſe who enforced 
the Collection of it: Impriſoning Men, the beſt and 
greateſt Men, without Law and againſt Law; which 
was lawleſs Cruelty : Seizing the Lands and Eſtates 
of others, without Right and againſt Right ; which 
was flagrant Oppreſſion and Violence: Aſſuming 
and exerciſing a Power to diſpenſe with Laws, that is, 
a Power to make and annul Laws ; which was ma- 
nifeſt Uſurpation : And, in ſhort, eſtabliſhing an 
arbitrary and Turkiſh Authority over the Perſons, 
and Rights and Fortunes of the People ; which was 
apparent and undeniable Tyranny. 

Between Law and Violence, between Right and 
Tyranny, there is no Medium, no more than be- 
tween Juſtice and Oppreſſion. If King Charles had 
no Right to act thus, then his acting thus was Ty- 
ranny. If he had a Right, of what Force ate Laws 
and Oaths, and whcre is our Conſtitation,the boaſt- 
ed Birthrights of Engliſumen, and our ancient Mag- 
na Charta? Why was his Son King James turn- 
ed out; why declared to have forfeited ? And I 
would ask the Admirers and Defenders of King 
Charles I. how they would have liked, how borne 
ſuch Violences, ſuch lawleſs Doings and Miſrule in 
King William; how in the late Reign; how in this? 
How would they have reliſhed the Impriſonment 
of their Perſons, Taxes laid on and exated without 
Conſent of Parliament, arbitrary and exceſſive Fines, 
their Eſtates ſeized, their Families impoveriſhed or 
famiſhing? Doubtleſs, no Men would have been 


louder in the Cry of Tyranny; and very juſt and na- 


tural would have been ſuch a Cry. No Sort of Men 
talk more warmly and frequently- now in favour of 


Liberty and Law. How do they reconcile ſuch 


Zeal 


1 
Zeal and Profeſſions with an Approbation ot the 


Reign of King Charles I. which was one continued 


Series of Oppreſſions, had aboliſhed Liberty and 
Law, and eſtabliſhed univerſal Slavery? How would 
they have borne ſuch terrible and tyrannical Uſage ? 
Very impatiently, I dare ſay. It they ſay other wiſe, 
no reaſonable Man will believe them, nor have they, 
upon Trial, ever ſhew'd much Paſſiveneſs of Spirit. 
Beſides, if they juſtify the enſlaving Meaſures then; 
they are not in earneſt, or utterly inconſiſtent with 
themſelves now, when they extol publick Liberty, 
and are for reſtraining Kings and their Miniſters to 
Reaſon and Law. | 5 

What we have therefore to do on this Day, is not 
only to abhor the bloody Death of the King, and 
wicked Inſtruments of it, but to abhor alſo his evil 
and wicked Government for fifteen Years together; 
abhor the impious Principles which were then coun- 
tenanced and prevailed, with the traiterous and un- 
godly Broachers and Promoters of ſuch ; and all the 
evil and arbitrary Counſellors then and ſince. And 
as we lament his latter End, let us deteſt the Begin- 
ning and Courſe of his Reign, which was as enormous 


and guilty, as his Cataſtrophe was mournful and 


barbarous. Was it crying Guilt thus to cut him 
off, as ſurely it was? Was it not alſo crying Guilt 
in the Crown, to abandon its Duty, to violate the 
Coronation Oath, to tread upon Law and Juſtice, 
to perſecute Conſcience, to rob and oppreſs the Peo- 
ple, and from limited and lawful, to become lawlels 
and arbitrary? And is it not equally reaſonable, 
equally becoming us as Engliſhmen and Freemen, 
to commemorate and deteſt an Adminiſtration ſo 
pernicious and devouring, Meaſures ſo black and law- 
leſs? Is it not our Duty to take warning by them, 
and whenever we are threatned with them, to guard 
b : againſt 
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againſt them; to watch every Principle of Slavery, 
and ſuppreſs it betimes; to rejoyce that we live in 
happicr Times, live in a free Government, and under 
the tree Courſe of the Laws ; to pray for the Conti- 
nuance of ſuch an unvaluable Bleſſing, and be dutiful 
and aſſiſting to that Good and Great Prince, who ſe- 
cures it to us, and claims nothing to himſclf, but 
what our Parliaments and the known Laws give 
him? 

Let us alſo learn a Leſſon from the Behaviour of 
the Clergy at that Time; and as they were then be- 
come wanton with extravagant Power, and uſed it 
very cruelly, in perſecuting and oppreſſing their Fel- 
low-Subjects ; let us take care for the future, that they 
who are ſet apart for the Purpoſes of Holineſs, be not 
ſpoiled by the unnatural Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of 


worldly Buſineſs and Authority. Methinks it is 
profaning holy Men as they are, ro embark them in 


ſecular Affairs, in the Commerce and Occupations 
of Laymen and Worldlings. As they miſerably 
miſled that unhappy Prince, King Charles I. it ma 
ſerve as a Warning to other Princes from being | 
by them : And as they promoted and juſtified all 
. unlawful and mercileſs Impoſit ions upon the Laity ; 
as they contended that we were obliged to undergo 
all Servitude, to be tame Slaves to the meer Will 
of the Prince, and to obey it as our only Law; 
we may from hence infer, that whenever they leave 
preaching the Goſpel, and turn Courtiers and Po- 
liticians, they are ont of their Element, and thence 
grow more wild atid extravagant, as well as more 
wicked, and ſhameleſs and falſe, than other Men 
Are. | 
It would never have centred into the Heart of a 
Layman, that the merciful God authorized Iniqui- 
ty, Perjury, ene and Tyranny; and that 
| any 
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any miſerable Wreteb, « had all theſe crying: Sins 
to anſwer tor, was ſtill ſacred, and the Vicegerent 
of God; or that God, who. hates Wickedneſs, had 
forbid to reſiſt, that is, to remedy the higheſt and 
moſt complicated Wickednęſs, nay damned all who 
had Senſ and Virtue enough to do ſo. 
I hhelſe. Po litions were Monſters, formed by Cler- 
gymen out of their Sphere, and in high Faſhiap 
"with Land and his Aſſociates. Was it very natur- 
al tor the tairy to love and reverence ſuch Clexgy- 
men, or theſe monſtrous E. ſicions? The Lord [aid 
unto me, The-prophets propheſy lies in my wame ; 1 
ſent them not, neither have 1 commanded them, uei- 
ther ſprx unto them: They propheſy unto you @ 
Falſe vificn and divination, and a thing of nouglu, 
aud the deceit of their hearts, Jer. xiv. 14. Weuld i 
not theiciore be prudeut to keep. all Clergymen fram 
thus expcfing themſclves to Hate and Rigicule, ang 
from pre moting Miſchief and Miſcry amongſt the 
Laity? And is not this their Guilt infinitely more 
19 255 and aggravated than that of the greateſt 
private Sinner can be, as it affects and involves 
whole Nations, and is impiouſly covered with the 
Veil of Religion, 

According to this Rule, and I think it a true 
Rule, the blackeſt Felon that cver ſuffered, was an 
Innocent in compariſon of Laud and thoſe af his 
L :aven; and had Laud conſumed his Time ig De- 
bauchery, he could have done but ſmall Hurt, com- 
pared to what he did as a Troubler and Seducer 
o the World. His Morals, as a private Man, did 
bur heighen his Credit to Jo Miſchief. With w Fs 
an ill Grace muſt ſuch Men rebuke private Vige. 


and the Detail of Sins, they who vend and come 
mit Sins by the Groſs? This is indeed to [allow 
Cam.ls, and ſtrain at Gnats. Crimes are to bg 
meaſured 


meaſured by their Conſequences ; and he Who per- 
ſecutes Men, he who miſleads them and enſſa cs 
them, is the moſt guilty, the moſt monſtrous and 
5 ant ick C all Criminafls. Had Laud been à Pariſh 
rieſt. ad confined u nſelf' ti the Duties of one'; 
ot being a Biffiop. had he done ſo; he, wilo uus a 
Man of Learning and Morals? mis; t have been an 
innocent, nay, a uſetul Man. But as he and his 
Brethren would needs iway the Court and the Nas 
tion, they ' overturned both by the wickedeſt ot all 
Means, even by an Exceſs of Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion. It was they who raiſed, or ac leaſt increaſ- 
ed the Storm, which at laſt ruined the Publick, and 
overwhelmed them in the publick Ruins. 

Theſe therefore are the Things and Perſons now 
proper th be commemorated. From theſe we arc to 
take our Marks and Watnings againſt a Relapſe 
into the liks evil Days and Calamities: And if 
there be any Curſe ſtill ſubſiſting, derived from the 
King's Blood, it muſt juſtly lie upon them who ap- 
prove the Men and Meaſures that firſt rendercd him 
arbitrary and oppreſſive, and thence unpopular and 
diftruſted. Hcre the Evil began, and from hence 
it was propagated like a Train. Had he always 
ruled as he afterwards too late propoſed to rule, 
when Men. were irritated and zngaged, and tull of 
Diſtruſt, there hand been no civil War, nor a con- 
quering Army, nor an Oliver, nor conſequently .Roy- 
al Blond ſpilt. His D.ſizn and Promiſcs to go- 
vern better afterwards (when he found that the 
Laws: and Conſtitat ion would prevail) have been 
often utg ed and repeated, and are a Confeſſion that 
he had governed ill before. Perhaps he meant to 

erform them. It is certain his Miſrule had been 
Hadly felt; nor is there any Proof but his Word, 
that he intended to change: That Word had eg 
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oft en and egregiouſſy broken, eſpecially in the Bill 
of Rights, which he ſolemnly promiſed to obſerve; 
yet he afterwards openly violated that juſt Bill. 

Ho this Prince comes to be {till [> exrremely 
popular amongſt many of the Clergy, and conſe- 
quently amongſt many of the Laity influenced bythem, 
is obvious enough. He was a very great Bigot to 
the Church, to Ceremonies and Shew in Religion, 
and to the Power and Pomp of Churchmen. 'Theſe 
he cheriſhed, and exalted, and obeyed ; inveſted 
them with his ow n Power, and ſurrendered to them 
almoſt the whole Supremacy ; and not only ſuftered 
them to enjoy the Uſe of it as a Preſent from him, 
but ſuffered them to ſeize it for themſelves, and even 
to deny his Title to it. For ſuch Court and Fa- 
your to them, for humouring them in their Perſe- 


cution of the Puritans, for his glutting them with 


Power, and becoming their Creature rather than 
Sovereign and Head of the Church, they promotted 
and conſecrated all the Exceſſes, Oppreflions, and 
lawleſs Meaſures of his Reign, becauie all theſe Viol- 
ences were exerciſed over the Laity ; and the Church- 
men were ſo far from feeling them, that they ſhared 
in his Domination, and acted the King too in their 
Place and Turn. This is the true Source of fo 
much Merit and Praiſe ; for this he is adorcd and 
fainted ; for this he has been often compared to 
Jeſus Chriſt in his Sufferings; and for this the 
Guilt of murdering him has been repreſented as 
greaer than that of cruciiying our Bleſſed Saviour. 
Theſe their Panegyricks are, in Truth, partial 
and ſhameful in all reſpects, as well as impious and 
prophane ; ſince thence they who utter them make 
it evident, that they care not how a Prince abuſes 
his Truſt, and oppreſles his Lay Subjects, if he will 
but humour and aggrandize the Clergy ; elſe why 


8 
ſo much Incenſe and Applauſe beſtowed upon a 
Prince who actually did ſo? This is partial and 
diſhonourable : nor can there be a greater Inſult u- 
pon the Laity, than to deſire, or even hope, that 
they ſhould join. in ſuch Praiſes and Applauſe. 
They who feel Oppreſſion, cannot extol him who 


commits it, nor reckon him a good King, who uſes 
them like Slaves. | | 


* 


No Sort of Men are more tender than the Cler 
gy, when their Property, or Perſons, or Privileges: 
are touched, or more ſevere and reſenting, or even 
more unforgiving towards ſuch as meddle with ei- 
ther. I fear much, that had the Clergy been then 
uſed as the Laity were, treated like mean Slaves, 
worried with arbitrary Power and Impoſitions, and 
impriſoned upon mere Will and Command ; this 
Day would not have been commemorated at all, or 
perhaps commemorated in a very different Manner. 
Why ſhould not the Laity too have felt and reſent- 
ed Indignities done, and Violences committed a- 
gainſt the Laity ? Was it natural or poſſible to 
praiſe and honour the Author of ſuch Violence and 
Indignities? When the Clergy were pleaſed and 
gratified,, they might rejoice, though it be not ge- 
nerous to triumph when others ſuffer, nay, by their 
Sufferings. But the Laity could not expreſs Joy, 
when they had juſt Cauſe to ſorrow and mourn ; or 

was it. poſſible they ſhould ? , Fe 
uch is the Difference between the Laity and the 
High Clergy, with regard to King Charles the Firſt 
and Archbiſhop Laud. They adore the Archbiſhop, 
becauſe he raiſed their Power beyond all Reaſon and 
Law, and was furious in the Exerciſe of ſuch uſurp- 
ed Power ; 'They adore the King for ſuffering ſuch 
Encroachment, for being ſubſervient to the Pride 
and Purſuits of Churchmen, and for dividing the 
Siovereignty 
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Soytretanty-withtheni,, But % both the King and 
the: Archbiſhop abuſed their Power, oppreſſed and 
perſec ed the Laiey, the Laity' can commend nei- 
thier!; and: have god Rkaſom to pray, that they! 
mays never ſee ſuen a Ning, nor ſuch an Archbi- 
ſhop, any. more for ever and bleſs God for their pre- 
ſen happy. and different Siivation. This'is indeed 


juſt and copious Cauſe of Joy and Thankſgiving: 
King Gt ors x reiens the Laws prevail, Diſ- 
— and privat Conſciebee are protected, the 
EC 


lergy havr their Dues, and to all Men their Pro- 
perty is religiouſly ſecured. This is Protection, this 
is Liberty, tuis ĩs Renown, and. we are happy, and 
to be dutiful and ! content. 

As to ſua Churchmen who will be contebcing 
that the Clergy are a diſt inct Body from the Laity, 

with ſeparate Intereſts and Views; they cannot be 
ſurprized to ſee; that the Laity improve the Hint 
and Example and take care of themſelves. It is 
very natarab for the Laity to remember, that they 
alone give and continue to the Clergy what they 
Have, and make them what they are. It is natutal 
fbr them to be alarmed, when they hear the laws 
leſs Rule of King Oarios the Firſt applanded; his 
lawleſs and oppreſſive 'Meaſutes-juſtified- or 'exenſed; 
and himfelt ſainted and adored; This is a bold 
and awakening: Infult, and a full Declaration, -that 
if High-Churchmen can but flbutiſh and domineer 
as thi eyn did then, they care not how much the 
| mw: droop and decay; nayy-apptove and encou- 

rage the Bonds and Diſtrefles of the Laity: And as 
a Proot how wiolentiy in eameſt ſuch High-Church® 
men are in their Panegyricks upon that King and 
his Reign, they treat as Mdnfttrs and falſs Brethren, 
all impartial Clergymen, that refuſe « to- falſify and 
. as ** do; inſomuch-. that ſuch: * 
an 


. 
and moderate Clergymen : as:confefs the Truth, nl 
loye the Law and the Laity, aud are willing to «to 
Juſtice to both, are ſcorned, and derided, and re- 
viled, as bad Churchmen, that is, as Friends to the 
Conſtitution, to Liberty, and Laymen, and ſuch 
only as the La ity ought ro eſteem. Surely thelLaity 
cannot but conſider as open Foes, ſuch Men as 
vindicate the Oppreſſion andi Bondage ot the Laity: 
And that the Laity were thustuſed by that King, 
is Fact; and tis Fact alſo, that in uſing the Laity 
thus, he was abetted and prompted by all High- 
Churchmen then, and juſt ified by all ſuch ever ſiner. 
Is it not full Time for us Laymen to ſee "theſe 
Things, to.reſent ſuch Inſults, and to mark ſuch In- 
ſulters? Is it not fair in us, is tit not natural for 
us, to diſtinguiſh with all Countenancc and Favout, 
thoſe Clergymem alone, who contend for the Liber- 
ty and Rights of the Laity, and condemn all iche 
mad and extravagant Claims, and all the 'felfifh 
and violent Tenets of High-Churchmen ? 
As to the black Fact committed on this Day, all 
Men agree to condemn and abhor it, as utterly 
unlawtul, violent, and full of Guilt. But this is 
not enough for High-Churchmen, unleſs all the 
Oppreſſions and Exceſſes, all: the wicked Counſel- 
lors and Inſtruments of that Reign be likewiſe ex- 
cuſed, it not extolled. This üs chat they them- 
ſelves have ever confidently undertaken to do, in 
the Face of the moſt glating Hruth and Facts. How 
we Laymen ought to egnſtder this Day and theſe 
Men, I have already ſaid. In Truth, had there not 
been ſuch Men then, there had not been ſuch a Day 
now. By them the unhappy King, of himſelf 
very vain of unbounded Power, and fond of ſetting 
Royalty above Right, was abetted and encouraged 
to purſue ſuch Meaſures as ended in much Miſery 
es to 


— U . ꝓ — —— 


( 49 ) 
to him, as well as to his People : By ſuch Men his 
Son was tempted to try the ſame dangerous and 
; guilty Experiment; and by truſting to ſuch Men, 
to their unnatural Whims and deadly Flattery, he 
loſt his Crown and his Honour, lived an Exile, 
and dicd a Beggar. 


From hence, and from all that has been ſaid, 
let us learn a Leſſon proper for this Day, and tor 
every Day; that is, let us take great Care, accor- 
ding to the Words and Warning of my Text, That 
#he Hypocrite reign not, leſt the People be en- 
ſnared. | 


P. S. The Author of this Sermon finding his 
Matter increaſe, and his Sermon already too long, 
reſerves what he has further to ſay, to a Supplement, 
which he will ſoon publiſh, addreſſed to a very 
important and moſt ſolemn Churchman. 
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SUPPLEMENT 
TO THE 
SERMON pteached at Lincoln's Inn; 


8 
On JANUAR 30. 1732: 


Addreſſed to a very Important and moſt Sole mn 


CHURCHMAN, Sollicitor-General for Cauſes Ei- 
clefiaſtical. 


_ Hotr Fa ATHER, 


Arp r to you without Form or Com- 
0 pliment, about certain Doubts and 
= Difficulties, which; I am told; no Man 
is ſo fit as you to anſwer arid reſolve. 

=== Your great Abilities (I do not ſay in 
Diviniry ; ; for that is a very different thing, but) 


in Canons, Diſtinct ions, Diſcipline, and all Parts of 


Church- Attorneyſhip, are allowed by all Men: 


Even ſuch as diſpute His Majeſty's Title to the 
Crown, allow you that of an Excellent Churchmas. 
As I aim at no Preferment, and therefore bring no 
Incenſe, I was willing to ſhew you; that it was poſ- 
ſible to dedicate to 71 without Worthip or Daub- 


ing. 
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ing. Beſides, I take this my Addreſs to you to be 
exceeding ſuitable ; ſince you, who have made 
Church - Power and Church-Revenues ſo much your 
Care and Purſuit, are a proper Judge, whether what 
I have ſaid of the evil Influence of Church- Power 
and Revenue over Religion and human Society be 
True. 

You, who muſt have traced eccleſiaſtical Gran- 
deur up to its firſt Sources, and marked its Progreſs, 
Improvements. and Variations, can readily explain 
how it aroſe, how it was uſed, whether righteouſly 
acquired, whether honeſtly employed, how it affect- 
ed the Laity, how the Clergy ; what Tendency it 
had to advance Religion and civil Happineſs, what 


| Succeſs in mending the Morals, and increaſing the 


Humility and pious Labours of Churchmen. 

You, who are known to contend for eccleſiaſtical 
Authority, can demonſtrate what that Authority 
is, whence derived, by whom and over whom to be 
exerciſed, how to be reconciled to Conſcience, Chri- 
ſtianity and common Senſe ; whether it can pro- 
duce or preſerve Conviction, and make Men Chri- 
ſtians, or continue them ſo; and whether ſuch Au- 
thority be conſiſtent with Reaſon and Grace, or 
whether Reaſon and Grace do not exclude and de- 
ſtroy ſuch Authority; as alſo how ſuch Authority 
conſiſts with the Oaths of the Clergy, Who {wear 
to renounce all Claim to any Power of any K ind or 
Sort whatſoever, but what they derive from the 
Crown. WP 17; 

Pray tell us, what any Clergyman can do, which 
any Layman, who can read and write, cannot do, 
and may not do, if the Law appoint him? Is is 
not the Law alone, which has the Power: to qua- 
lify, and can alone diſqualify > Whoever maintains 
the contrary, incurs a Præmuuire. Have the Clergy 

| Y any 
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any Revelation but the Bible? And is not ſuch 
Revelation made to the Laity, and indeed, withotit 
Reſtri&ion, to all Men ? And are not the neceſſary 
atid practical Parts of the Bible very plain and in- 
telligible to Laymen? And haveClergymen ever agreed 
abvur explaining the dark Parts? I wiſh none had evet 
endeavoured to darken the cleareſt Parts of it, or to 
hide and ſuppreſs the Whole. If the Aſſertion of 
any Powets inviſible in Men, that is, Powers which 
have no viſible Effect, be other than a Dream and 
Forgery ; you will do well to ſhew what they are, 
whence they are, and how they effect their ſtrange 
and inviſibſe Feats. To read Prayers, and Scrip- 
tures, and Sermons; to give Bread and Wine, aud 
fay words over them; to ſprinkle Water upon Babes; 
to declare what offends God and his Law; and to 
wear Gowns and Bands, and broad Hats, are Ex- 
ploits which may be performed by very mean Men 
amongſt rhe Laity : And to judge and declare 
who are qualified to perform them, is a Task as 
caſy as the reſt, Will you lay, that ſuch Functions 
are lefs effectual in a Layman, or more fo in a Clergy- 
man? Who told you ſo? It may be ſo (aid in the 
old popith Canons or Schoolmen, and in the extra- 
vagant Writings of ſome Eccleſiaſticks; but no where 
in the New Teſtamenr. „ 

Will you ſay, that God bleſſes any pious Office 
done by a Layman, leſs than when done by a Clergy- 
man ? And what Idea would this give us of God? 
Will you ſay that a little Infant, free from Offence, 
and incapable of offending, is therefore debarred 
from Heaven, or any Part of Bliſs, becauſe he dies 
unbaptized, or was baptized by a Layman? And 
 whatTdea does ſuch a Tenet exhibit of the Divine 
Being ? Or; if a Layman can do this ſacred Office 
effectually, Why not _ Offices, and all 1 
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You know what impions Notions many Clergy... 
men have broached and held about Baptiſm, as is 
no Salvation could be had without it, and no 
Baptiſm without them, This is one of the mon- 
ſtrous, I had almoſt ſaid blaſphemous, Whims re- 
ſulting from the other monſtrous Whim, that of an 
indelible Character; which is a Whim ſo very ſtrange 
and inconceiveable, that where tis once believed 
and cſtabliſhed, tis no wonder to {ce the wildeſt 
Extra vagances, and even Impoſſibilities and Contta- 
dictions maintained and believed in conſequence of 
it: Since from any ſenſeleſs Poſition whatſoever, 
endleſs Deductions of Nonſenſe can be drawn, and 
may ſe:m naturally to foll-w ; and one Contradicti- 
on ſhall produce, and illuſtrate, and prove an hund- 
red Contradi&ions. Thus, if either the indelible Cha- 
racter, or apoſtolic Succeſſion, or Infallibility, or 
Power of binding and looſing be but allowed; from 
theſe, or any of theſe, all the moſt fraudulent, fana- 
tical, and engroſſing Claims of the Pope and Po- 
piſh Clergy, may be deduced and eſtabliſhed. 

May not a Layman perform all ſpiritual Offices, 
where there are no Clergymen ? Is a Chapter of the 
Bible leſs edifying when read by a Layman, than 
when read by a Clergyman ? I ask this the rather, 
becauſe I knew a Tradeſman, who read Prayers and 
the Scripture on Sundays at a foreign Fiſhery, where 
there were no Clergy, and he was therefore thought 
proper to be put into Dedron's Orders, as if he had 
been thence the better qualified for reading Prayers 
and the Bible, Was this Employment in him 
either more ſacred or more effectual afterwards than 
before ? If it was, What an Idea does this too give 
us of the Great God? Or have the Clergy ſucceed- 
ed better than Laymen, in appointing one another ?. 
ee Zou! e "and en eee 
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That excellent Writer *. it down as Fact, Thaꝰ 
the beſt Biſhops were made by Princes; and that 
whenever the Clergy had the conducting of their 
own Elections, infinite Diſorders enſued. So little, 
or ſo ill Effect had their indelible Character in 
making and appointing one another. Was not 
25 Pretence to an indelible Character, one great 
ource of Popery and the Inquiſition, and of all the 
Terrors, Frauds, and Deformities of Prieſtcraft ? 
And was it not natural for Indelibility to produce 
Infallibility; and is there more to be ſaid for the 
former than for the latter? EE 
I ſhould alſo be glad to hear you difcourſe ratio- 
nally about Pluralitics and 9 and 
ſhew their Conſiſtency with the Duty and Call 
of ſuch Churchmen as poſſeſs them. As they who 
do not reſide, do not labour; Should ſuch as do no 
Work, receive no Pay? Beneficium propter officium, 
was the Stile of old ; and Benefices were given for 
ſpiritual Purpoſes. Indeed the temporal Part was 
only conſidered in a ſecond and circumſtantial 
Senſe. © Afterwards, ſays Father Paul, the ſpiri- 
« tual Part was forgot, and nothing but the Pro- 
* firs regarded.” This was lamentable Corruption; 
yet ſuch as dealt in it, and, in Truth, in little elſe, 
called themſelves holy Men; that is, the molt ſor- 
did, the moſt corrupt, and covetous, ſuch as made 
Traffic of Churches and Souls, aſſumed ro be holy, 
and claimed an indelible Character. x. 
ln the primitive Times, it was ſcandalous and for- 
bidden, that any Clerk ſhould quit his Cure, though 
ever ſo poor, tor another though richer. It was 
alledged and ordained, That if any Biſhop deſpiſed 
his Biſhoprick for being ſmall, and ſought after a 
greater Dioceſe and larger Rents, he ſhould not on- 
ly never obrain the greater Biſhoprick, which 
ES 2 through 
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throngh Avarice he defied, but even loſe that 
which he already poſſeſſed, and through Pride de- 
piſed, What can be a more ſacred Truſt than a 
Fruſt of Souls, what ſo important ? Docs it not 
require all the Time and Attention that mortal 
Men can beſtow ? And how is ſuch Duty to be re- 
conciled to Pluralities and Commendams, how to 
Non-reſidence ? The holding of more Churches than 
one, was adjudged by ſome principal Fathers of 
the primitive Church, to be ſpiritual Polygamy : 
And I queſtion whether a Plurality ot Wives, 
though Felony by our Law, be ſo ſinful, or can have 
ſuch bad Conſequences, when we conſider that 
ſome Paſtors who are greatly endowed, hardly ever 
fee the Faces of their Flocks : Some have ſeveral 
Flocks, and feed none of them, but take vaſt Pay for 
nothing, and employ Underlings for poor Wages. 
If theſe Underlings and theſe poor Wages are ſuffi- 
cient, as by their Practice theſe great Clergymen 
ſhew that they think, Is it not natural for the Laity 
to defire to make as good Bargains as the Clergy ? 
Is it not natural to conclude, that ſince the higheſt 


and moſt ſolemn Offices may be performed at a 


{mall Expence, as is manifeſt from the hiring of 
Curates, it would be but Prudence to ſave ſuch high 


| Revenues given to ſuch as do nothing but hire 


others ? | 

How a ſpiritual Truſt once conferred, could be 
afterwards delegated to another, the Truſt itſelf 
transterred, and the Advantages reſerved, I could 
never yet account either from the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
of from the natural Ideas of Morality. ' Yet are not 
great Revenues daily deſired upon the Erection of 
any new Church, though he who is to enjoy them, 
often does no Duty at all, but leaves it to a cheap 
Hireling ? And is not that Service for ma _ 

ari 
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Pariſh is to pay many Hundreds a Year, oſten per- 
formed for thirty or forty Pounds a Year ? Some 
civil Truſts may be thus executed by Deputies ;. but 
is this a Way to deal (I had amol ſaid to traffic) 
with Souls, and to be anſwerable for them? Is this 
ſpiritual Farherſhip ? Is this apoſtolic, or are thoſe 
who do fo ſtill Succeſſors to the Apoſtles ? I ſhould 
be glad to hear you explain this, and ſhew whether 
any Man who profefled to turn Religion into a 
Trade, could act in a different or more lucrative 
Manner. | 8 
I have likewiſe ſome Doubts to propoſe to you 
about Excommunication, which, I fear, is little 
underſtood, and greatly abuſed. If it. were orig in- 
ally no more than turning a Man out of a Socicty 
with the Laws of which he would not comply, as 
was really the Caſe, and as is daily done in com- 
mon Clubs, and in Juntoes of Traders ; is it not 
notorious Abuſe, as well as extremely daring and 
wicked, to conſtrue it into the diſmal Delivery of 
a Soul to the Devil and Damnation ? Will you' 
ſay, dare you venture to ſay, that a Perſon excom- 
municated is in the Power of Satan, and that ſuch 
a Sentence ſends him thicher? If it do, they who 
pronounce it mult be the moſt wicked and impious 
of all Men; nor can any carthly Conſideration ex- 
cuſe them. Is it for Tithe ? Then is their Tithe 
dearer to them than an immortal Soul. Is it not 
for Tithe, but for Contumacy, in not appearing . 
and owning their Juriſdiction? Then is their 
Pride and Juriſdiction of more Weight with them 
than the Salvation of Men? But it Excommuni- 
cation have no ſuch Effect, why 1s not the Bugbear 
removed, by explaining it into a reaſonable and a 
Chriſtian Meaning? Or rather, why is a Practice 
which cannot be of God, ſuffered to continue, why 
| impiouſly 
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impiouſly continued in his Name? And can any 
Man who defends Excommunication, argue again. 
Purgatory? The temporal Effects of it are ſuffici- 
ently heavy and hard; ſo hard, that nothing vader 
the higheſt Conſideration can juſtify the Man who 
brings them down upon another, Irs ſpiritual Ope- 
ration, were it true, would indeed be thocking and 
frightful. But who would affront the Divine Be- 
ing, by believing that he, the Author of Mercy and 
Wiſdom, could contradict his own Nature to gra- 
tify the Peeviſhneſs and Cruelty of weak and re- 
vengeful Men? | WEED 

They who are apt to bring the Charge of Blaſ- 
phemy againſt others, often upon very ſmall, ſome- 
times upon very ludicrous Occaſions, would do 
well to conſider, Whether there can be higher 
Blaſphemy, than to aſſert a Power in Man of dire&- 
ing or obliging the Almighty ; a Privilege to apply 
the Might and Terrors of Omnipotenee to the Per- 
dition of Men? I preſume you will not ſay of Ex- 
communication, what I am told the reverend Dr. 
Fiddes ſays of Popith Indulgences in his Hiſtory of 
Henry VIII. That they were 4 Treaſure which the 
Church had been long in Poſſeſſion of. 

J leave it therefore to your Judgment, whether 
this ſpiritual Engine be for the Service of Chriſt's 
Church, or for the Credit of ſuch as call themſelves 
his Miniſters; and whether what is ſhocking to 
Senſe and Humanity, can ever be. true in Religion, 
or a Part of Religion, I mean of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. F re RSS 320). 1 | 

I would alſo. humbly propofe it to your ſerious 
Thoughts, whether amongſt your publick Admoni- 
tions and Reproofs to the Laity, you might not 
think it adviſable, and find cauſe, to let your Bre- 
thren the Clergy have their Share. Are there no 


| ( 7 Wy | 
prevailing Miſtakes or Diſorders amongſt them? 
No ſtrange and unreaſonable Claims maintained by 
them who are called Orthodox, no extravagant 
Writings publiſhed, no wild and paſſionate Sermons 
preached? Is Orthodoxy alone never preferred by 
you to eminent Piety and Sufficiency, under ſuſpici- 
on of Heterodoxy ? Is the Man who aflerts Chriſt's 
Kingdom not to be of this World, as dear to you as 
they who would found worldly Power upon the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and erect a Prieſthood with Power, 
in virtue of being Succeſſors to him, who had no 
Power, and diſclaimed all Power? Are you equal- 
by trader to the Failings of Laymen, as to thoſe of 
Clergymen? Or is it your Opinion and Policy, 
chat the ſame ſhould be concealed and difſembled, 
at leaſt not expoſed to the profane Laity ? 5 
I remember an Inſtance, where I thought the 
Partiality of a more than Reverend Cle rgyman too 
apparent: For whilſt He manifeſted much juſt Zeal 
for capitally puniſhing certain beaſtly Offenders a- 
gainſt the Law, and Purity and Defign of Nature, 
I 'mean Lay-Offenders ; all His Zeal cooled, at leaſt 
produced ſmall Effect, in the Caſe of a Brother 
Doctor found to have been flagrantly guilty of that 
Abomination ' for many Tears, and often in a 
very ſacred Place: Yet this Doctor eſcaped 
with an Admonition and a ſmall Fine, in a Courc 
too where that more than Reverend Clergyman was 
thought to have no ſmall Influence. And I ſuppoſe, 
that that unnatural Sinner was {till eſteem d to be 
4 true Minifter of the Church, ſince he is till left 
to act as ſuch, and to receive the Stipend of ſuch, 
doubrleſs to the great Edification of Souls, and Cre- 
dit of Orthodoxy and of Epiſcopal Courts. So 
far was that more than Reverend Clergyman from 
applying, on this Occaſion, to the ſecular Arm, 
rake | G | though 
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though He had juſt * praiſed it for finding out, 
and pouring down its deadly Terrors upon ſuch 
beſtial Criminals. | | 
A little of your publick and private Advice to 
your Brethren, recommending to them more Meck- 
neſs and Moderation, with a Behaviour more com- 
plaiſant and leſs litigious towards their People, 
would be of uſe. I hear that you give them very 
different Advice, even to be as troubleſome and vex- 
atious to their People as they can, by departing 

from ſettled Cuſtoms, aud ſtatting new Demands, 
Such Advice 1s 1 no, megns proper for them, nor 
do they want it. It is certain, they would do well 


not to-render Rad daily more unpopular and 
obnoxious by Haught ineſs, Greedineſs, and Law- 
Suits. My Lord Clarendon owns, that the Clergy 
of that Time, ſupported and animated by Arch- 
biſhop Laud, grew aſſuming, ang lived not well 
with their Neighbours in the Country. This bred 
ill Blood towards them; and when they were pulled 
down, it was remembted how jnſolently they had 
behaved when they were uppermoſt ; JE the 
eaſier way was made for the ſowre and gloomy Set 
who ſucceeded them. We 
Ine preſent daily Increafg of their Property, their 
Monopoly of Advowſans,their breaking all the Me- 
dus's, their frequent Succeſs in troubleſome Suits, 
and their apparent Fondneſs of ſuch, help to ſooth 
and exalt them: But as all this is {cen, and felt, 
and regretted by the whole Body. of the Laity, it 
may bring a Storm ſtrong enough to overthrow all 
theſe Advantages. Perhaps too Abuſes not now, 
thought, of, will be then ſought, and found, and 
ſeyercly redreſſed. e ee abr l 
This Thought is really painfpl to me; in the 
Sincerity of my Hyart 1 ſpeaꝶ it ; For I dread all 
great 
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great Changes, and all Approaches towards ſuch, 
would therefore have the Clergy provoke none. 
They muſt not, in an enlightned Age, and an Age 
of Liberty, think themſclves a Match for the Laity, 
were the TI aity once tempted to cxert them(clves, 
Perhaps they were never leſs a Match for the Laity 
than now. Times and Countries have been, when 
the People were ſo blind, or fo awed, that t 
Religion was turned publickly into Power and Gain 
chey could not perceive it, or durſt not cenſure it 
Such Times are no longer, nor is England that 


. „ „ wag 
| Modeſty and Meeknels, in the Language and 
Writings of the Clergy, is likewiſe always com- 
mendable, nd no more than good Policy. The 
fierce and provoking Stile is not the Chriſtian, nor 
the gaining Stile; and Pride and Paſſion are ill 
Proofs of Religion. But moſt unpardonable is the 
Practice of ſuch, who, when a Man differs from 
them in any cocleſiaſtical Point, though utterly fo- 
reign from Religion, yet charge him confidently 
with Infidelity, let his Stile be ever fo Chriſtian, 
and his Profeſſions for Chriſtianity ever ſo ſtrong. 
This Practice, follow it who will, is unchtiſt ian and 
malicious, but ſhamefully common. I therefore 
like Dr. Conybear's late Book for its Temper and 
Civility ; nor, as far as- I have looked into it, could 
1 find any Strokes of Pertneſs or Anger; two In- 
redients very Common in the Works of Eccleſia- 
icks. Another Doctor, of ſome Name in Con- 
troverſy, and an Advocate and an Anſwerer on the 
fame Side, hath ſhewn ſuch wild "Tranſports, ſuch 
Virulence and Scurrility, that it is not to be deter- 
mined, whether the Madman, the Scold, or the 
Executioner, bredomindre moſt in his Compoſition. / 
4 e. 2 Sabin 2. vs 322 Fe 
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I have heard that even you, 1 Father, with 
all your Affectation of Smoothneſs and Temper, 
have treated Gentlemen with very coarſe Names, 
for no other Reaſon, than that they differed from 
you about Matters of Power and Speculation. This 
was not wiſe: (That it was ill-bred, I do not 
wonder) and it might tempt, and perhaps warrant 
Gentlemen ſo uſed to treat you very roughly. A 
Monſter is by no Means a proper Name for 
Gentlemen, ſome of them as well eſteemed and as 

enerally beloved as you are. I could paint ſuch 

ſage in Colours which you would not like. I 
could likewiſe draw ſuch a Character of ſome who 
are dead ( for upon the Dead and Living, Monſter 
and Infidel are Names which, it ſeems, you freely 
throw : ) I fay, I could repreſent ſome of them in 
ſuch Lights, ſuch true Lights, as would equal, 
and, I doubt, much foil the beſt that you can be 
ſhewn in. I could repreſent their amiable and be- 
nevolent Minds, their great Knowledge, their ele- 
vated Capacity, their univerſal Integrity and Love 
of Mankind, their Scorn of Hypocriſy and little 
Party- Views, of narrow Spirits, and of every mean 
and ſelfiſh Artifice. 3 | 
But I want Room and Time to enter fully into 
the pleaſing and mournful Theme. Neither do I 
think myſelf qualified to make equal Returns to 
coarſe Uſage. Let me juſt ſay, That the Words 
Infidel and Infidelity, as they are grown Terms of 
Anger and er can ſeldom become the 
Mouth or Pen of a candid or well-bred Man. Par- 
don me, when I aſſert, that every Man living has 
as good a Right to differ in Opinion from you, as 
you have to differ from him : you think or main- 
tain the contrary, you have a monſtrous Share of 
Pride or Folly ; nor do I know a greater Monſter 


amongſt 
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amongſt Men, than the ſolemn Hypocrite, whs 

etends to derive Pomp, and Power, and worldly 
Wealth out of the New Teſtament; who would 
confine the uncontroulable Freedom of the Soul by 
human Articles and Reſtrictions, and treats ſuch 
as follow Reaſon and not him, with Spite and ſaucy 
Language But I check myſelf ; nor will I fi- 
niſh my Picture of this ſort of Monſter, leſt the 
Likeneſs might be too glaring. I therefore return 
to adviſe you ; and here let me aſſure you; that it is 
repugnant to all Candor, and unworthy your Cha- 
racer, to deſcend to mean Solicitations, and to 
teaze for Proſecutions againſt ſuch Writings and 
Authors as thwart, you. In Matters of Religion, 
no Book which can be anſwered, ought to be proſe- 
cuted ; nor can you find any Honour in ſuch Pro- 
ſecution, no more than you can ſhew Charity 1 


in 
procuring it. A Miniſter of Truth begging the 
Aid of worldly Penalties in a Diſpute about Spiri- 
tuals, makes a poor, a ſtrange, and a fcandalous 
Figure. Such Conduct ſeems only to ſuit with 
oy Deſigns, and to bewray, it not the Weak- 
neſs of his Cauſe, at leaſt his Inſufficiency to de- 
fend it. | 
Jo oppoſe Force to juſt Reaſoning, is unjuſt ; 
to anſwer falſe Reaſoning by Force, is fooliſh and 
needleſs. A bad Cauſe is quickly refuted, a good 
Cauſe eaſily defended; and Chriſtianity, though it 
can bear much Severity and Violence, can never ex- 
erciſe nor warrant any: nor was the Chriſtian Name 
ever more abuſed, than when proſtituted to juſtify 
Rigor and Violence: And Puniſhment for Opini- 
on might indeed be of ecclefiaſticat, but could never 
be of chriſtian Pedigree. 

You have, Holy Father, the Reputation of 2 
ſtrong Churchman; and Charity obliges me " be- 
5 | jeve 


Heve you a Chriſtian (ior the Chriſtian Spirit is not 
ſuſpicious no more than revengeful) Be the Church- 
man ſtill ; but let the Chriſtian predominate, and 
then I dare ſay you will never ſollicit another Pro- 
ſecution. The Clergy, to a Man, believe your 
Heart bent upon Church Power, and upon all the 
Means that lead to it. You have alſo thoroughly 
convinced the Laity in this Point, though tis faid 
that you had rather they were not ſo convinced, and 
are wont to ſpeak to them in a Stile not at all ſa- 
vouring of a Paſſion for ſacerdotal Rule: Which 
Behaviour in you is only artful, and muſt not to be 
called falſo or inſincere, ſince Inſincerity is not a 
chriſtian Virtue. But ſuch Art, when found out, 
loſes its Uſe : - You would therefore do well to dro 
ſuch of your grand Views as bode not well towards 
the Laity; for they are upon their Guard, and 1 
would not have you put them upon trying their 
Strength and Mettle. 

Rather take a contrary and ſecurer Method; 
ſurrender your weak Paſſes, give up indefenſible 
Points, claim nothing but what the Conſtitution 
gives you, affect not to be more than what the Law 
makes you ; ſeparate not yourſelf and Brethren too 
much from the Laity ; for woe be to you, if ever 
. ſnould ſeparate themſelves from you. If up- 
on Examination you find any Milſtones about the 
Neck of your Cauſe, any exceſſive Abſurdities, any 
contradictory Tenets, any terrible Claims, any hurt- 
ful or oppreſſive Practices, any unpopular Principles 
or Rules, ſuch as ſquare not with the general Inte- 
reſts and Sentiments of the Laity : Begin, O holy 
Facher, to throw oft ſuch Milſtones into the Sea, 
leſt they pull you thither aſter them, Tis better 
to quit, with a good Grace, even the moſt favou- 
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rite Point or Miſtake, than be forced to quit it with 


Shame and the Imputat ion of Obſt inacy. 
What thoſe Milſtones, thoſe indefenſible Points 
are, I pretend not farther to explain to one of your 
Sagacity. Some of them I have named. In your 
Reſearches for others, perhaps it may meric {ome 
Inquiry, or perhaps very little, whether Ecclefiaſ- 
tical Courts be any conſiderable Support or Credit to 
the Cauſe of the Church (tor I think Religion has 
little to do with them). Iwill venture to ſay, that 
Excommunication is a Matter of very ſerious, of 
very melancholy Attention to every Man who be- 
lieves in God, and has a Regard for the Bodies or 
Souls of Men. Are there not moreover ſome Things 
in the Oath given ta Churchwardens, hard, if not 
impoſſible to be kept; either obliging them to be 
perjured themſelves, or uneaſy and even intolerable 
to their Neighbours ? And are there not certain 
odd and contradictory Oaths in the Univerſities, 
which are a Scandal to Religion, and a Conttadicti- 
on to Learning, and even to Morality > And does 
it not become the Zeal of any Chriſtian, Paſtor, to 
remove all ſuch Scandals? And would they not be 
removed, [it Religion were as much conſidered as 
eccleſiaſtical Policy and Power? .- 1 

I would likewiſe humbly propoſe, whether a true, 
2 good, or even a chriſtian uſe has been generally 
made of the 3zoth of January? whether thoſe of 
your Order have generally acted upon it like Am- 
baſſadors of Truth and Peace? And whether ei- 
ther the civil Government of King Charles I. or the 
eccgleliaſtical Government of Archbiſhop Laud, be 
proper Patterns to be followed in a free and a chriſ- 
tian Country? I think that, in my Sermon, I have 
amply ſhewn that they are not. Let me add here 
ang remarkable Paſſage out of Ryſbworth ; © * 
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this time (in the Year 1636) the new Statutes for 
* the Univerſity of Oxford, were finiſhed and pub- 
“ liſhed in Convocation. . The Preface diſparaged 
« King Edward the VIth's Times and Govern- 
* ment, declaring, the Diſcipline ot the Univerſity 
* vas diſcompoſed by that King's Injun&ions, 
* and that it did revive and flouriſh again in Queen 
e Mary's Days under Cardinal Pool; when by 
& the much to be defired Felicity of thoſe Times, an 
& inbred Candor ſupplied the Defe& of Statutes.” 
Was there ever in any Declaration, even from 
the Vatican, more of the Popiſh Stile and Spirit? 
The Times and Government of that excellent Prince, 
that pious Proteſtant and Reformer, Edward the 
VIth, are traduced by an Engliſh Convocation, for 
his having unſettled the old Popiſh Diſcipline, and 
reduced it nearer to the Genius of the Reformation, 
The Days of that Popiſh Bigot, Queen Mary, are 
wiſhed for ; that is, the Days when Popery, with 
all its Power and Fury, was reſtored, the Proteſtant 
Religion aboliſhed, and Proteftants openly and mer- 
cileſiy burn ed; a Romiſh Cardinal is mentioned 
and extolled for his Church Government, and Po- 
piſh Superſtition, and Bigotry, and blind Obedience, 
are repreſented as inbred Candor. tn 
Say, Holy Father, were the Members of this Con- 
vocation Proteſtants, or was Laud, who governed 
them, a Proteſtant? And was it any Hardſhip or 
Wonder, that he and they were repreſented as Pa- 
piſts? And what was that King who ſubmitted to, 
and aſſiſted them in all their violent and popiſh Pur- 
ſuits? Nay, was their Advocate againſt himſelf; 
when inſtead of aſſerting his Prerogative and Supre- 
macy, and ſupporting the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
who oppoſed Laud's Viſitation of them, as what he 
could not underrake without the King's 8 
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ſion; he, even the King in Perſon, argued for this 
Ulurparion, for this Invaſion of his Royalty, for this 
- Seizure and Impropriation of his Power and Dignity? 
Strange Condeſcenſion and Folly in him, as well 
as Inconſiſtency of Character! ſond of exalting the 
Prerogative over the Belly of Law and Juſtice where 
the Laity were concerned, yet poorly laying it under 
the Feet of the Clergy, where the Protection of his 
People, and his own Duty and Honour, called u- 
pon him to preſerye and exert it. I ſhall here add a 
further Catalogue of his Oppreſſions, as the ſame are 
ſummed up ina lively manner by the late excellent 
Mr. Trencbard, in his Short Hiſtory of Standing Ar- 
mies in England. 3 | 
“ This King's whole Reign was one continue 
« ed Ac againſt the Laws; e diſſolved his firſk 
« Parliament for preſuming to enquire into his Far 
* ther's Death, though he Joſt a great Sum of Mo- 
* ney by it, which they had voted him: He en- 
F tered at the ſame Time inte a War with France 
and Spain, upon the private Piques of Bucking- 
* ham, who managed them to the eternal Diſhon+ 
* our and Reproach of the Engliþ Nation; wit- 
e nels the ridiculous Enterprizes upon Cadiz and 
* the Iſle of Rhee: He delivered Pennington's 
Fleet into the French Hands, betrayed the poor 
« Rochellers, and ſuffered the Proteſtant Intereſt in 
* France to be quite extirpated: He raiſed Loans, 
« Exciſes, Coat and Condu&-Mancy, Tunnage 
* and Poundage, Knighthood and Ship-Money, 
* without Authority of Parliament; impoſed new 
* Oarhs upon The Subjects to diſcover the Value 
of their Eſtates; impriſened great. Numbers 
of the moſt confiderable Gentry and Merchants 
** for not paying his arbitrary Taxes ; ſame he ſent | 
* bcyond Sea, and the poorer bre he preſs d for Sol- ö 
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diers : He kept Soldiers on free Quarter, and exe- 
cuted martial Law upon them: He granted Mo- 
nypolics without Number, and broke the Buunds 
of the Foreſts: He erected arbitrary Courts, 
and etilarged others; as the High Commiſſion 
Court, Srar- Chamber, Court of Honour, Court 
ot Requeſts, Ec. and unſpeakable Oppreſſions were 
committed in them, even to Men ot the firſt Qua- 
lity. He commanded the Earl of Briſtol and Bi- 
in pot Lincoln not to come to Parliament; com- 
mitted aud proſecuted a great many of the moſt 
eminent Members of the Houſe of Cemmons for 
what th-y did there, ſome tor no Cauſe at all; 
and would not let them have the Benefit of Ha- 
beas Corpus: Sulpended and confined Archbiſhop 
Abbot, becauſe he would not licenſe a Sermon that, 
allecicd deſpotick Power, whatever other Cauſe wag 
pretended: He ſuſpended th. Biſhop of Glouceſter 
for refuſing to ſwear never to conſent to alter the 
Government of the Church: Supported all his 
acbittary Miniſters againſt the Parliament, telling 
them, ne wondered at the fooliſh Impudence of any 
one to think he would part with the meaneſt of his 
Servants upon their Account : And indeed in his 
Speeches, or rather Menaces, he tteated them 
like his Footmen, calling them "undutiful, ſeditious, 
and Vipers: He brought unheard-of Innovations 


into the Church. preferred Men of arbitrary Prin- 


ciples, and inclincable to Popery, eſpecially thoſe 
Firebrands Land, Montague, and Manwaring ; 
one of whom had been complained of in Parlia- 
ment, another impeached for advancing Popery, 
and che Third condemned in the Houſe of Lords; 
He dilpenſed with the Laws againſt Papiſts, and 
both encouraged and preferred them: He called 
no Parliament for twelve Yeats together, and is” 

2 2 b c 


1 ö 


that time governed as arbitrarily as the Grand g- 


nior: He abbetted the Iriſh Maſſacre, as appears 
by their producing a Com miſſion under the Great- 
Seal of Scotland ;\ by the Letter of Charles the 
Second in tavour of the Marquis of Antrim, by 


his ſtopping the Succours that the Parliament ſent 


to reduce Ireland, fix Months under the Walls of 
Cheſter; by his entering into a Treaty with the 
Rebels, after he had engaged his Faith to the 
Parliament to the contrary; and bringing over 
many Thouſands of them to fight againſt his Peo- 


le——— 


* Upon Pretence of the Spaniſh and French War, 


et he raiſed many thouſand Men, who lived up- 
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on free Quarter, and robbed and deliroyed 
where ever they came: But being unſucceſstul in 
his Wars abroad, and preſſcd by the Clamours 
ot the People at home, he was forced to disband 


ce them. In 1627 he ſent over 30000 J. to Holland, 


ce 
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to raiſe 3000 German Horle to force his arbitrary 
Taxes ; but this Matter taking Wind, and being 


examined by the Parliament, Orders were {cnt 


to countermand them. In the 15th Year of his 
Reign. he gave a Commiſſion to Strafford to raiſe 
8000 Iriſh to be brought into England : But be- 
fore they could ger hither, the Scots were in 
Arms for the like Oppreſſiovns, and marched into 
Northumberland; which torcing him to call a 
Parliament, prevented that Defign, and ſo that 
Army was disbanded. Soon after he raiſed an 
Army in England to oppole the Scots. and tam- 
pered with them to match to London, and ditlolve 


the Parliament: But this Army being comp«ſed, 


for the moſt part, of the Militia; and tn Natter 
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being communicated to the Houſe, n immedi- 


ately fell on the Officers that were Members as 
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 Aſbburnham, Milmot, Pollard, &c. the Deſign 
© came tonothing,” | 

I could quote much more from the ſame Pamphlet; 
but, to uſe the Words of the Author, it is endleſs 
to enumerate all the Oppreſſions of his Reign What 
think you, holy Father, of the Panegyricks made 
upon ſuch a Prince for almoſt a Centuty paſt by the 
Clergy, or of the Clergy who made and make thoſe 
Panegyricks either upon him or Laud ? 

I think nothing is more manifeſt, than that in 
thoſe Days there was a ſettled Purpoſe, both in the 
Court and in the Churchmen, to overturn the Re- 
formation and the Conſtitution; nay, each of theſe 
Deſigns was well nigh accompliſhed ; and it was 
already the Faſhion, not only to treat ſuch who' 
adhered to the Law againſt the Violence and mad 
Maxims which then prevailed, as Traitors; but 
the Name ot Traitors and Rebels were, by Laud's 
Followers and Creatures, beſtowed upon our firſt 
pious Reformers; and with the Reformation itſelf 
great Faults were found, eſpecially with thoſe Parts 
of it which retrenched the Wealth and Power of 
the Clergy : Popiſh Ceremonies were daily reſtored, 
with the Bowings, Grimaces, Pictures, and Forms 
uſually ſeen at Popiſh Chapples and Maſks ; and all 
Men were perſecuted, many ruined, who oppoſed 
ſuch ſcandalous Innovations, tending only to ad- 
vance Superſtition and Prieſtcraft. 

Why many of theſe Innovations, and ſuch De- 
fection from the Retormation Mill continue, I leave 
you, holy Father, to conſider and explain. I de- 
ſire this of you the rather, for that J am told, that 
you often hold up your Hands, and wonder how 


Clergymen can by their Writings contrad ict what 


That” 


they have once ſublcribed, ; 
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That you ſhould wonder at this, is indeed Mat- 
ter of Wonder, Is there one ot you that contorms 


to the genuine Senſe, or even to the Words of the 
Articles? Are not theſe Articles Calviniſtical? 
Were they not compoſed by Calvinifts? And are 
you not now, and have been long, all Arminians ? 
And do you not preach and write againſt the Preſe 
byterians who defend Predeſtination, which is one 
of your own Articles ? 

Will you ſay that Articles, will you ſay that 
Oaths are to be taken in a Senſe different from the 
Words, different from the Meaning of thoſe who 
compoſe them ? If you do, then you maintain that 
Papiſts, nay, that Mahometaus may ſubſcribe our 
Proteſtant Articles, and be ſtill Mahometans and 


Papiſts; and that Facobites may take the State 


Oaths, and be ſtill Facobites. 

What Subſcriptions or Declarations, or indeed 
what other Ties can bind Men, who, after they 
have ſolemnly teſtified that they are called by the 
Holy Ghoſt, yet ſubſcribe the direct contrary to what 
they believe, ſubſcribe the Doctrines of Calvin, yet 
remain Antagoniſts to Calvin? Is this Practice, 
this ſolemn Aſſertion of a Falſhood, for the Honour 
of Religion, or of Churchmen ? Or, is it not the 
dire& Method to harden Men againſt Truth and 


Conſcience, and to turn holy Things into Con- 


tempt? Yet you ſtill go on to ſubſcribe thoſe Ar- 
ticles, ſtill to disbelieve and contradi& them, yet 
never attempt to alter or aboliſh them. Does ſuch 
contradi&ory Doings ſhew any Regard for Religion, 
or tor Truth or Decency ? 


After ſuch Departure from the doctrinal Articles, 


you cannot with any Decency blame ſuch who 
differ from your Notions about Church Power and 
Diſcipline. The Church and Conſtitution of * 
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land neither owns nor knows 5 Clergymen but 
ſuch who derive all their Power from the Law : All 
others are Pretenders, or rather Deſerters, and 
would be Uſurpers, if the L-ity and the Law would 
let them. Suck Clergymen theretore as diſclaim 
all Power, and Pomp, and Revenue whatice«cr, 
but what the Law and Laymen give them, are 
the only Clergy that Laymen ought to reverence 
or indeed acknowledge. All the reſt, who aſſert a 
ag Right, and have ſuperior Demands, ſhould 
e conſidered. as lurking Enemies or bold Invaders, 
and carefully watched and reſiſted. Nor is it 
ſmall Want ot Modeſty in you, and ſuch as are 
like you, to cenſure ſuch Clergymen as adhere to 
the Law and Conſtirution, whilſt you aflume to 
yourſelves a Latitude to diſſent from your very Ar- 
ticles, with ſpiritual Characters and Powers, ſupe- 
rior to the Law, and independent upon it. 

Can any Layman, who has common Senſe, or 
common Notions of Truth and Liberty, bear with 
Patience a Spirit ſo arrogant, with ſuch a ſaucy 
inconſiſtent Behaviour: Far different, and indeed 
quite oppoſite was the Spirit of the Reformation. 
Nor is Reverence due to any Clergyman in whom 
this laſt Spirit is not found. Neither are they at 
all Clergymen of the Church of England, in whom 
the contrary Spirit is found. Can'any Layman be. 
at a Moment's Loſs to know, what Sort of Clergy- 
men are moſt uſetul and amiable to him; they who 
ſer up ro command him, and conſequently to put 
Cliains upon him; or they who claim only the Li- 
berty to inſtruct and adviic him, and therefore leave 

him ſtill as tree as he was before ? Gap by 
he pleaſed alſo, holy Father, to inſtru me 
in the, Nature and Efficacy of Abſolution. Is 
it authoritative, and proceeding from the Power of 
che Pricſt only ? Or is it conditional, and only a 
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Declaration that God will accept, or hath ac 

cepted ſincere Repentance? If God pardons upon 
epentance, what Force is in Abſolution, or what 
ſe, further than to caſe poor Sinners, by aſſur ing 


them, that if they have repented, God has forgiven 


them ? If this be all, any Man, even the Sinner 
himſelf, may pronounce ſuch a Declaration upon 
himſelf, Or does God ſtay to forgive, even after 
Repentance, till the Prieſt pronounces Abſolution? 
It ſo, has not the Prieſt a greater Share than God 
in ſaving Men; nay, a ſoperior Power, if his Part 
comes firſt, and his Abſolution takes place of, and 
introduces God's Pardon ? It Repentance ſuffices 
without a Pricſt or Abſolution, then what ſignifies 
either upon ſuch Occaſion, further than for a De- 
claration of Comfort ? And without Repentance, 
what avails Abſolution? Will you ſay that it 
avails? Or has our bleſſed Saviour ever ſaid ſo? 
You muſt needs know what extravagant Poſitions, 
and what impious Claims of Power, have been 
confidently derived from this Privilege of Prieſts to 
pronounce Abſolution, as if it inferred a Power to 
damn and fave ; though it be really no more than 
what any Man may pronounce to another, or to 
himſelf, or to many, if they defire it, or will hear 
it. Has not this therefore, as well as many other 
pious Practices, been horribly abuſed and perverted 
by the ungodly Cratt of ſelfiſh Prieſts ? ? 


" Whilſt 1 am giving you all this Trouble, and 
tiring you with ſo many Queſtions, permit me, 
holy Father, to mix a little Comfort with ſo much 


Freedom and Importunity. I am told that your 
Eaſe and Reſt are greatly interrupted and broken 
by the Increaſe and Prevalence of Free tbinking. 
Be not too much frightened; the Mob and the 
Many will always be orthodox, always true to the 
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Church, to Holy-Days, 55 25 Rioting, for 
Reaſons too apparent to need mention. The Num- 
ber of Free · thinkers, that is, of Men who bring all 
Things to the Bar and Trial of right Reaſon, can 
never be ſo very great as juſtly to alarm the Clergy, 
can never greatly diminiſh the Majority ot a 
Country, who will always be of the Church in 
vogue, always have Religion, if net that of Rea- 
ſon and Nature, yet ſurely that of Authority and 
of the Prieſthood, who are themſelves always con- 
formable ro Eſtabliſhments and Tithes, and the 
prevailing Faith 8 

I doubt it will not be equally pleaſing to you, to 
be told, at leaſt to have the Publick told, That it 
is by no means Free thinking which fills the Goals, 
or loads the Gallows, or even peoples Exchange- 
Alley, or increaſes publick or private Knavery, or 
contributes at all towards it. Was the South-Sea 


Scheme the Effeck of Free-thinking? Sir Foby 


Blunt was a great Saint and Frequenter of the Or- 
dinances ; nor were any of his Confederates ſuſpect- 
ed of Deiſm. Was ir Free thinking that contri- 
ved or promoted national Maſſacres, that of 
Ireland or of Paris? Has it produced or aſſiſted 
the Inquiſition or Perſecution ? Was the Monk 
St. Dominic a Free-thinker, or was Biſhop Laud 
one? Has Freethinking encouraged, or have Free- 
thinkers perpetrated particular Murders or Aſſaſſi- 
nations? Was Ravillac a Free- thinker, or was he 
who murdered the Prince of Orange? Or was he 
one, who offered to murder the late King? Are the 

 Bandittt and Aſſaſſins in Italy Free-thinkers ? Are 
not theſe Villains good Catholicks, and Frequenters 


of Churches? Do any of our own Thieves die 


Free-thinkers? Do they not generally die good 


Churchmen, Catholick or Proteſtant, and _ 
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of ſome Religion > Was the famous Mirdreſs S. 
rah Malcolm a Free-thinker ? Did ſhe die one, or 
declare that ſhe had lived one ? e 


No; holy Father! Free · thinking has no Proſe- 
lytes in Newgate or Exchange- Alley, I doubt it 
will be found that it is not Free-thinking that ſteals 
in Shops, or cheats behind Counters, or robs How- 
ſes, or cuts Throats. Nor is it Free- thinking that 
abſolves Criminals of any fort, much leſs Traitors 
and Aſaſſins ; nor conſequently encourages ſuch 
Crimes. I could, had I lime, enlarge with Suc- 
ceſs on this Subje&, and convince all Men, that 
Free-thinking diſclaims all Alliance with Vice and 
Mobs, and diſſolute Men; and leaves all Knaves, 
Profligates, and Hypocrites, to Conformity and 
Greeds, and the numerous Train of Orthodoxy. 


It ſeems you have likewiſe found great Evils oc= 
caſioned by People's not coming to Church. My 
own Opinion is, that when People find themſelves 
ediſied by going, they will go: When they are not 
edified, their going avails not. If the People had 
the Choice of their own Miniſters, as in the primi- 
tive Times they had, tis more than probable they 
would go oftner. But when they neither like the 
Man nor the Matter, tis not likely that they will 
hear either. I was therefore ſurprized to hear that 
ſome of your Scouts and humble Agents, (employ'd, 
I ſuppoſe, to try the Pulſe of the Publick ) have 
mentioned compulſory Laws, ſtill in Force, to o- 
blige People to go to Church. Pray, can you re- 
concile ſuch a Law, if there be one, to the Prin- 
eiples and Laws of i Could any 7 
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Law. be at firſt procured. but by the Sollicitations 
of the perſecuting Clergy > Or could any but 
Perſegutors ſollicit ſuch a Law ? Is it juſt or Chri- 
ſtian, to force any Man to hear what or whom 
he likes not? Would a High-Churchman care to 
be forced to hear a Presbyterian Preacher, ſuppoſe 
in a Country where there were no other, as in Ge- 
ca? And ſhould he not do as he would be done 
by 2 No penal Laws whatſoever were, or ever 
could be, prompted by a Chriſtian Spirit, And 
beſides this Conſideration, I wonder how any Man 
can contend for the Continuance of Teſts and Pe- 
nalties here in England, as you do, and yet be a- 
gainſt the Exerciſe of ſuch in Sotland. Is this 
equal Juſtice, or equal Charity ? N 


I ſhould be quite too tedious to my Readers and 
myſelf (to you, holy Father, I fear I have been (a. 
already ) ſhould I but touch every 'Topick that de- 
ſerves your Animadverſion and that ot the Pub- 
lick. I cannot forbear mentioning one Practice 
very common amongſt you Churchmen, though it 
be deſtitute of all Candor, of all Truth and Cha- 
rity. Whenever any clerical Folly, or Artifice, or 
Ulurpation, or falſe Poſition, is attacked, he who 
does ſo, ſcarce ever fails of being. accuſed, of ha- 
ving attacked whatever is /erjous and ſacred ; and 
he is confidently charged with Irreligion, though 
he has evidently eſpouſed and defended Religion a- 
gainſt ſuch as had profaned it, and blended it with 
Superſtition and Power. | 


This Method of yours may have ſome Effect ups 
on the Vulgar ; but with Men of Senſe, it hurts 
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ou, by diſcovering what you mean by Things ſe- 
10% and ſacred. If by theſe Words you under- 
itood only the Goſpel, and Conſcience, and the Dus 
#:es enjoined by cither, you could have taken no 
Offence at any Writings which commend and vin- 
dicate Chriſtianity, and only expoſe what weakens 
and defaces 1 it, = the Pride, and Violence of do- 
minecring and ſuperſtitious Prieſts. That there are 
ſuch Prieſts, I preſume you will not deny; nor that 
ſuch Prieſts act not in all Things, or indeed hard- 
ly in any, upon the Foot and Motives of the Goſ- 


pel. 


That my late Sermon is intirely upon the Chri- 
ſtian Scheme, and in the Chriſtian Stile, I aver, and 
every Man may perceive ; and therefore no Man, 
who regards Chriſtianity and civil Liberty, can poſ- 
ſibly diſlike it. What it attacks is clerical Wan- 
tonneſs, clerical Superſtition and Fury, Tyranny 
and Uſurpation, both in the State and in the 
Church. If therefore that Sermon provoke you, it 
is maniteſt what pleales you, what you approve, 
and what you purſue, For myſelf I can fay truly, 
and therefore boldly, that my f are entire- 
ly conformable to the Reli and Laws of my 

Country: Nor can any N Judge affirm of 
that Sermon, or of any Performance of mine ( if 
there be any more of mine, beſides that and this) 
what I have often heard the ableſt Lawyers in this 
Nation affirm of a bulky Performance of yours, 
That it is 4 Libel upon the Laus and Conſtitution 
of England, and ought to be burued by " Hand 
of the Common Hangman. 


Here 


* 
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Law be at firſt procured but by the Sollicitations 
of the perſecuting Clergy ? Or could any but 
Perſegutors ſollicit ſuch a Law? Is it juſt or Chri- 
ſtian, to force any Man to hear what or whom 
he likes not? Would a High-Churchman care to 
be forced to hear a Presbyterian Preacher, ſuppoſe 
in a Country where there were no other, as in Ge- 
geva? And ſhould he not do as he would be done 
by 2 No penal Laws whatſoever were, or ever 
could be, prompted by a Chriſtian Spirit, And 
beſides this Conſideration, I wonder how any Man 
can contend for the Continuance of "Teſts and Pe- 
nalties here in England, as you do, and yet be a- 
gainſt the Exerciſe of ſuch in Scotland. Is this 
equal Juſtice, or equal Charity ? 


I ſhould be quite too tedious to my Readers and 
myſelf (to you, holy Father, I tear J have been ſa 
already) ſhould I but touch every Topick that de- 
ſerves your Animadverſion and that of the Pub- 
lick. I cannot forbear mentioning one Practice 
very common amongſt you Churchmen, though it 
be deſtitute of all Candor, of all Truth and Cha- 
rity. Whenever any clcrical Folly, or Artifice, or 
Ulurpation, or falſe Poſition, is attacked, he who 
does ſo, ſcarce ever fails of being accuſed, of ha- 
ving attacked whatever is ſerious and ſacred ; and 
he is confidently charged with Irreligion, though 
he has evidently eſpouſed and defended Religion a- 
gainſt ſuch as had profaned it, and blended it with 
Superſtition and Power. | 


This Method of yours may have ſome Effect up- 
on the Vulgar; but wich Men of Senſe, it hurts 
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ou, by diſcovering what you mean by Things ſe- 
ious and ſacred. It by theſe Words you under- 
itood only the Goſpel, and Conſcience, and the Dus 
ties enjoined by cither, you could have taken no 
Offence at any Writings which commend and vin- 
dicate Chriſtianity, and only expoſe what weakens 
and defaces it, even the Pride, and Violence of do- 
mineering and ſuperſtitious Prieſts. That there are 
{uch Prieſts, I preſume you will not deny, nor that 
ſuch Pricſts act not in all Things, or indeed hard- 
ly in any, upon the Foot and Motives of the Gol- 


pel. 


That my late Sermon is intirely upon the Chri- 
{tian Scheme, and in the Chriſtian Stile, I aver, and 
every Man may perceive ; and therefore no Man, 
who regards Chriſtianity and civil Liberty, can poſ- 
fibly diſlike it. What it attacks is clerical Wan- 
tonneſs, clerical Superſtition and Fury, Tyranny 
and Uſurpation, both in the State and in the 
Church. If therefore that Sermon provoke you, it 
is maniteſt what pleales you, what you approve, 
and what you purſue. For myſelf J can ſay truly, 
and therefore boldly, that my Writings are entire- 
ly conformable to the Religion and Laws of my 
Country : Nor can any impartial Judge affirm of 


that Sermon, or of any Performance of mine ( it 


there be any more of mine, beſides that and this) 
what I nave often heard the ableſt Lawyers in this 
Nation affirm of a bulky Performance of yours, 
That it is 4 Libel upon the Laws and Conſtitution 
of England, and ought to be burned by the Hand 
of the Common Hangman, 


Here 


Here I handy hepa my Knee, holy Father, 
| kifling your Veſtment, ſubſcribe myſelf With 
Your Great - Admiver, 
| Lincoln s-1un, | 
March 8. 1732-35 


